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1 1997, A MILESTONE YEAR FOR

PARIBAS

In many respects, 1997 was a milestone year for Paribas.

During the year, Paribas completed its disposals of tra-
ditional network banking activities:

- March 1997: sale of Crédit du Nord,

- August 1997: sale of Paribas Belgium,

- November 1997: preliminary agreement for the sale of
Paribas Pacifique et Polynésie, which should be finalized
in the first half of 1998,

- December 1997: sale of Paribas Netherlands.

The second key development of the year was the buy-
out of minority interests in  certain Paribas Group units:

- late June 1997: announcement of Compagnie
Bancaire’s tender offers for Cardif and UFB Locabail,

- November 26, 1997: announcement of Paribas’ three
exchange offers for Cetelem, Compagnie Bancaire and
Banque Paribas (investment certificates), which took
place in December.

Following the July 1997 tender offers, Compagnie
Bancaire owned 99.62% of Cardif (versus 60.6% prior
to the offer) and 99.36% of UFB Locabail (72.5%).

C a rdif was merged within Compagnie Bancaire in
December 1997, and its activity was simultaneously
transferred to a wholly owned subsidiary, which took
the Cardif name. Following the December 1997
exchange offers, Compagnie Financière de Paribas holds
98.19% of Compagnie Bancaire, 99.32% of Cetelem and
99.94% of Banque Paribas.

Before the exchange offers, Compagnie Financière de
Paribas held 98.9% of Banque Paribas and 50.3% of
Compagnie Bancaire who held 66.7% of Cetelem. This
series of transactions will be followed, in May 1998 after
approval by the Shareholder Meetings of the various
companies involved, by the merger of Compagnie
Financière de Paribas, Compagnie Bancaire, Banque
Paribas, Compagnie de Navigation Mixte, as well as the
portfolio companies holding treasury shares, which will
be canceled.

The new entity created by this merger, to be renamed
Paribas, will be organized into three core businesses:
Investment Banking, Asset Management, and Retail
Financial Services, combining Paribas’ fifteen operating
units. In addition, the real estate division (excluding
properties used by the Group) will be included in the
“Other” sector, which will also encompass head office /
holding company functions, Paribas’ financial portfolio,
and equity holdings previously owned by Compagnie de
Navigation Mixte.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

The organization chart of the new Group is as follows:



The analysis of the Group’s 1997 results is based on its
f o rmer stru c t u re, while comments on its activities
primarily follow the new organization model.

2 CONSOLIDATED RESULTS

In 1997, Paribas achieved net income after minority
interests of FRF 6,573 million, up 51% over the prior
year.

Income from discontinued activities and capital gains on
disposal of these activities totaled FRF 1,365 million, as
compared to FRF 1,259 million in the prior year.

Excluding discontinued activities, net income after
minority interests totaled FRF 5,208 million, an increase
of 68% over the prior year. Return on equity amounted
to 13%.

Two significant items contributed to these results:

- a FRF 1,297 million tax credit, corresponding to tax
loss carryforwards which are likely to be used, as per-
mitted by the extension of the tax-filing entity to include
Compagnie Bancaire group companies, now over 95%
owned, with effect at 1997 year end;

- a FRF 1,900 million provision, written to cover poten-
tial risks in Asia.

The average number of shares outstanding during the
year amounted to 110.7 million, as compared to 109.5
million in 1996.

E a rnings per share amounted to FRF 59.40. Excluding dis-
continued activities, earnings per share totaled FRF 47.10.
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CONTRIBUTION OF THE GROUP’S SECTORS TO NET INCOME (FORMER STRUCTURE)

The following table analyzes the contribution of the Group’s sectors to net income excluding discontinued activities, based
on the Group’s former structure:

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1997/1996

Banque Paribas 1,034 802 +29%

Paribas Principal Investments 3,504 3,197 +10%

Compagnie Bancaire 667 (583)

Structure 3 (325)

Net income after minority interests, excl. activities disposed of 5,208 3,091 +68%

All of Paribas’ sectors improved their profit contribution
in 1998.

The contribution of Banque Paribas rose by 29% to
FRF 1,034 million. The sharp increase in client-related
revenues provides the re s o u rces to fund the Bank’s 
significant internal and external growth: implementation
of a three-year investment program, resulting in a
1,550 people increase in total workforce, and ongoing
selective acquisition strategy (Asia Equity).

The perf o rmance of Paribas Principal Investments
(Paribas Aff a i res Industrielles–PAI) underscores the
increasingly recurring nature of its profit, with a 10%
increase in net income contribution to FRF 3,504 mil-
lion in 1997.

The contribution of Compagnie Bancaire, amounting to
approximately 50% of the Compagnie Bancaire group’s

consolidated net income after minority intere s t s ,
improved from a loss of FRF 583 million in 1996 to a
profit of FRF 667 million in 1997.

Compagnie Bancaire’s consolidated net income inclu-
ding minority interests amounted to FRF 2,036 million
in 1997, as against a loss of FRF 468 million in 1996,
due to significant provisions (FRF 2,480 million) on real
estate activities. Compagnie Bancaire’s consolidated net
income after minority interests amounted to FRF 1,357
million in 1997.

With net return on equity of 11%, Compagnie Bancaire
exceeded its 1997 target by 10%, despite higher income
tax rates which increased its total tax charge by FRF 230
million.
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Among the contributions of its various units to
Compagnie Bancaire’s consolidated net income includ-
ing minority interests, it is important to note:

- the positive contribution of real estate activities (UCB
and Sinvim),

- the negative contribution (FRF 158 million) of Banque
Directe, which incurred significant data processing in-
vestments during the year, expensed as incurred,
- the continuing growth in profit contribution of Cetelem
and Cardif.

PARIBAS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(NEW STRUCTURE)

The results analyzed above take into account only 50%
of Compagnie Bancaire, itself holding only 67% of
Cetelem, corresponding to the percentage of ownership
in these units prior to the exchange offers, which
became effective at year end.

On the basis of the Group’s new scope of consolidation,
100% of the results of Compagnie Bancaire and
Cetelem, without minority interests, would be taken
into account, leading to a consolidated net income of
FRF 6,532 million in 1997 (excluding financial expenses
related to these transactions, amortization of goodwill,
and synergistic effects).

Taking into account these items, the consolidated financial statements of Paribas, in its simplified structure and exclud-
ing discontinued activities, would be as follows:

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1997/1996

Revenues (1) 33,211 28,310 +17%

Operating expenses (20,617) (17,654) +17%

Provisions (2,013) (4,763) –58%

Income before taxes, excl. Asia and goodwill amortization 10,581 5,893 +80%

Asia provision (1,900) –

Amortization of goodwill (343) (392) –

Income before taxes 8,338 5,501 +52%

Tax loss carryforwards 1,297 – –

Income taxes and other (1) (2,333) (1,804) +29%

Minority interests, excl. CB and Cetelem (770) (538) –

Pro forma net income, after exchange offers 6,532 3,159 –

Minority interests, CB and Cetelem (1,324) (68) –

Net income after minority interests, excl. activities disposed of 5,208 3,091 +68%

(1) To compare the above statements with reported consolidated income statement, it is important to note two significant differences in accounting
methods between Compagnie Bancaire and Paribas:
- treatment of deferred taxes: Compagnie Bancaire recognizes only 50% of deferred taxes on financial reserves related to UFB Locabail’s financial leasing
operations, as permitted by French banking regulation. Paribas recognizes the full amount of deferred taxes on these reserves, pursuant to international
accounting standards. Until now, these deferred taxes could not be offset by Compagnie Bancaire’s tax loss carryforwards – representing potential tax
savings of approximately FRF 1 billion – related to real estate provisions previously written by UCB and Sinvim, as UFB Locabail was less than 95%
owned and thereby could not be integrated within the Compagnie Bancaire tax-filing entity. Following the successful tender offers for UFB Locabail and
Cardif, full tax integration is now possible. Consequently, Paribas has decided to reverse the previously recorded tax charges related to the financial
reserve on financial leasing operations for the amount of the tax loss carryforwards. This results in a FRF 1 billion profit deducted from the “Income tax”
line of Paribas’ reported income statement.
- treatment of rental real estate assets: Compagnie Bancaire owns a real estate portfolio with a book value of FRF 7 billion, comparable to the portfolio’s
estimated value as a result of mutually offsetting unrealized capital gains and losses of approximately FRF 1 billion. Compagnie Bancaire has notified the
French Banking Commission (Commission Bancaire) of its intention to restructure its real estate portfolio, excluding properties used by Group
companies. In November 1997, the Commission Bancaire has authorized Compagnie Bancaire, pursuant to banking regulation (Instruction 86-05) in
force, to post to shareholders’ equity the net impact of its asset valuation adjustments. In 1997, Compagnie Bancaire thereby applied the same
accounting methods used in prior years. Compagnie Financière de Paribas, pursuant to the accounting methods used in the valuation of its own
portfolio, has established a valuation of this portfolio on a line-by-line basis, thereby writing a FRF 1 billion provision, deducted from Total Revenue
from Operations.

Income before taxes, Asia provision and goodwill amortization, represents the operating income of the new Paribas.



3 CONTRIBUTION OF PARIBAS’ SECTORS

TO INCOME (NEW STRUCTURE)

This section analyzes the contribution of each of the
Group’s sectors to income before taxes, Asia provision
and goodwill amortization.

3.1 EQUITY ALLOCATION METHODS

Statutory equity allocated to each sector of activity is
henceforth presented. Income from equity investment is
part of the revenues of each sector.

Equity allocation is based on regulatory requirements, to
which are added prudential margins corresponding to
an internal assessment of the risks incurred in each sec-
tor of activity.

Equity is allocated as follows:

- Investment Banking, excluding PAI: on the basis of
weighted risks and value at risk in capital market activ-
ities,
- PAI: on the basis of liquidity and risks on portfolio
securities,
- Asset Management: on the basis of weighted risks,
overhead and regulatory equity for life insurance opera-
tions,
- Retail Financial Services: on the basis of weighted
risks.

Return on equity for each of the sectors is based on this
allocation.
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3.2 REVENUES AND INCOME BY SECTOR

The following table summarizes revenues and operating income of each sector:

Investment Banking A s s e t R e t a i l O t h e r To t a l
M a n a g e m e n t F i n a n c i a l

I n v e s t m e n t PA I To t a l S e r v i c e s
B a n k i n g

in FRF millions excl. PA I

Revenues (1) 12,488 3,615 16,103 5,268 9,104 2,736 33,211

97/96 % change +15 % +25% +17% +26% +6% +47% +17%

Income before taxes (2) 2,853 3,448 6,301 988 2,277 1,016 10,581

97/96 % change –5% +26% +10% +86% n.s. +96% +80%

Average equity (3) (in FRF billions) 19.7 11.7 31.4 3.3 9.2 11.3 55.2

Pre-tax return on equity 14% 30% 20% 30% 25% n.s. 19%

(1) Including return on statutory equity invested.
(2) Income before income taxes, general provision on Asian risks, and amortization of goodwill.
(3) The total (FRF 55.2 billion) represents average equity in the beginning, middle and end of the year, at book value, including minority interests 
(FRF 61.0 billion), minus equity used for discontinued activities (FRF 5.8 billion), as Group results are presented excluding discontinued activities.

3.3 ANALYSIS OF OPERATING INCOME BY
SECTOR

Revenues of all sectors totaled FRF 33,211 million in
1997, an increase of 17% over 1996.

Income before income taxes, general provision on Asian
risks, and amortization of goodwill totaled FRF 10,581
million, representing a return of 19% over FRF 55.2 bil-
lion in average equity during the year.

INVESTMENT BANKING, EXCLUDING PAI

Revenues

Revenues from Investment Banking activities excluding
PAI rose by FRF 1,657 million to FRF 12,488 million,
accounting for 38% of total Paribas re v e n u e s .

Despite the increase in client-related revenues, the
growth of revenues from Investment banking activities
was affected by financial market volatility in the latter
part of the year.
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Excluding investment income on statutory equity,
growth in revenues breaks down as follows:

Corporate Banking:

Revenues from Corporate Banking activities rose by 10%
from FRF 4,051 million in 1996 to FRF 4,457 million in
1997. Revenues grew in all activity segments, with the
strongest performances in merchant banking, structured
credit and media financing.

Several years ago, these specialized activities were primar-
ily concentrated in the US.  In 1997, revenues from out-
side of the US accounted for nearly 47% of the total.

Securities Services:

Revenues from Securities Services rose by 22% in 1997
to FRF 924 million.  This sharp growth reflects the 40%
increase in assets held in custody.

Capital Market Activities:

Revenues from Capital Market activities rose by 12% to
FRF 5,990 million, reflecting a mixed performance, with
equity derivatives, secondary bond market activities
(excluding government bonds) and emerging market
activities most affected by the capital market crisis in the
fourth quarter of the year, resulting from turmoil in Asia.

Revenues from other activities rose significantly, chiefly
equity-related products, fixed-income and forex derivat-
ives, forex, and primary bond market activities.

Advisory Services:

Revenues from Advisory Services rose 30% to FRF 410
million.

Expenses

General and administrative expenses of the Investment
Banking sector rise by 28% to FRF 9,435 million.
Excluding the significant currency impact resulting from

the higher British pound exchange rate against the
F rench franc, as well as the impact of variable re m u-
neration, the increase in general and administrative
expenses primarily results from implementation of the
Bank’s three-year investment program: total headcount
rose by 1,450 in the sector, including  220 from the
acquisition of Asia Equity, while the sector did not fully
benefit from the revenues from these investments.

Provisions

Specific banking provisions declined in 1997. Net new
provisions totaled FRF 200 million. The cost of risk,
amounting to 0.1% of loans outstanding, remained
under control.

New provisions included FRF 307 million, related to
specific transactions in Asia. Outside of Asia, no signifi-
cant risks were re c o rded in 1997.

In addition, a general provision on Asian risks, totaling
FRF 1,900 million, was written during the year.

The general provision amounts to 11% of Paribas’ total
loans outstanding in the region’s five most exposed
countries (Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, South Korea
and the Philippines), excluding country risks, risks
related to raw material financing, the portion of export
credits guaranteed by outside institutions (Coface) and
loans backed by cash collateral.

Paribas’ total exposure in these countries amounts to
a p p roximately FRF 16 billion, not including an addi-
tional FRF 1.5 billion in trading portfolio.

The general provision written in 1997 is based on an
extremely cautious assessment of the potential loss
Paribas could incur in the current situation.

Total risk portfolio in the five most exposed Asian countries

in USD millions Indonesia Thailand Malaysia Korea Philippines Total

Total loans outstanding 431 383 317 1,518 63 2,712

Corporate 391 342 278 815 63 1,889

Banks 40 41 39 703 0 823

Excluding country risks, trade financing, Coface guarantees and cash collateralized loans.

Trading portfolio, marked to market at Dec. 31, 1997 258
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Operating income

Operating income of Corporate Banking activities exclu-
ding PAI declined by 5% to FRF 2,853 million,
representing a return on equity (FRF 19.7 billion) of
14%. Operating income of Corporate Banking activities
excluding PAI accounted for 27% of total Paribas
operating income.

In addition to higher general and administrative
expenses, the drop in operating income is due to un-
favorable financial market conditions in the latter part of
the year, whose negative impact on trading activities is
estimated at FRF 800 million.

INVESTMENT BANKING: 
PARIBAS AFFAIRES INDUSTRIELLES (PAI)

Revenues

In 1997, PAI generated revenues of FRF 3,615 million,
an increase of 25% over FRF 2,883 million in 1996.

PAI revenues accounted for 11% of total Paribas reve-
nues.

Capital gains realized during the year totaled FRF 2,654
million, down from FRF 3,105 million in 1996. The
most significant capital gains were realized on the sale of
PAI’s holdings in Poliet (FRF 924 million), Elf Aquitaine
(FRF 359 million) and Havas (FRF 288 million).

Cobepa’s contribution amounted to FRF 916 million, as
c o m p a red to FRF 704 million in 1996. This contribu-
tion takes into account the restructuring of the Gevaert
holding company, for FRF 367 million.

Operating income

Operating income rose by 26% to FRF 3,448 million,
representing a return on equity (FRF 11.7 billion) of
30%. PAI accounted for 33% of total Paribas operating
income.

PAI’s performance and operating income reflect the key
developments of the year, notably:

- PAI’s ability to generate recurring results, confirmed
each year since 1994, though 1997 appears to be an
exceptionally good year,

- unrealized capital gains (excluding minority interests)
rose by FRF 4.2 billion to FRF 14.9 billion despite signific-
ant disposals during the year,

- the strategy defined in prior years was actively pursued
during the year–growth of investments outside of
France, focus on medium-sized businesses with strong
growth potential, strengthened positioning on the LBO
market.

ASSET MANAGEMENT

The Asset Management sector encompasses Cardif (life
insurance and annuities), Cortal (direct marketing of
savings products) and Banque Paribas’ Institutional and
Private Asset Management activities.

Revenues

Revenues from Asset Management activities rose by 26%
to FRF 5,268 million, representing 16% of total Paribas
revenues.

Banque Paribas’ Institutional and Private Asset Manage-
m e n t activities re c o rded a sharp 69% increase in
inflows. Assets under management rose by 22% during
the year, with revenues progressing apace to FRF 2,315
million, up 28%.

Cardif’s revenues rose 25% to FRF 2,513 million, fueled
by a 24% increase in inflows and a 16% rise in assets
under management.

Cortal revenues increased by 25% to FR 440 million.
New funds collected totaled FRF 11 billion, an increase
of 93% over the 1996 level. Assets under management
rose 15% to FRF 22.8 billion.

Expenses

General and administrative expenses of the Asset Man-
agement sector rose by 18% to FRF 4,204 million,
reflecting:

- a 100 person increase in the workforce of Banque
Paribas’ Institutional and Private Asset Management
a c t i vities,

- a sharp increase in commissions paid by Cardif to
intermediaries, notably in the UK,

- 45% growth in personnel at Card i f’s international units

Operating income 

Operating income  from Asset Management activities
rose by 86% to FRF 988 million, representing return on
equity (FRF 3.3 billion) of 30%. Asset Management
accounted for 9% of total Paribas operating income.
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RETAIL FINANCIAL SERVICES

The Retail Financial Services sector encompasses
Compagnie Bancaire group units Arval, Banque Directe,
Cetelem, UCB and UFB Locabail.

Revenues

The Retail Financial Services sector generated revenues
of FRF 9,104 million, up 6% over the 1996 level, and
accounting for 27% of total Paribas re v e n u e s .

Revenue growth was fueled by an 8% increase in pro-
duction volume in 1997, with marked diff e re n c e s
among activities.

Revenues of UFB Locabail, which offers businesses a
range of financial services (factoring, leasing), dropped
by 1% in 1997, from FRF 1,210 million to FRF 1,199
million, primarily reflecting intense competition in its
markets.

This decline reflects intense competition in UFB
Locabail’s market. Average medium-term loans out-
standing declined by 4%, and margins on new loans
were lower than on existing loans.

Arval specializes in long-term vehicle fleet rental.

In 1997, the company’s revenues rose from FRF 147 mil-
lion to FRF 194 million, fueled by a 48% increase in
average loans outstanding and the expansion of its
vehicle fleet.

Cetelem, specializing in consumer finance, generated
1997 revenues of FRF 5,712 million, up 16% over the
prior year level.

The increase reflects a 12% increase in average loans
outstanding – and a 41% jump in average loans outside
of France – as well as the strong performance of compa-
nies accounted for by the equity method (Cofinoga, S2P,
Facet).

UCB specializes in real estate financing for individuals
and businesses.

UCB’s revenues declined by 12% to FRF 1,981 million
last year, primarily reflecting lower margins.

Finally, revenues of Banque Directe totaled FRF 18 mil-
lion in 1997. Its client base rose from 30,000 at 1996
year end to 38,000 at the end of last year.

Expenses

General and administrative expenses of the Retail
Financial Services sector rose by 7% to FRF 5,550 mil-
lion in 1997.

Expenses were stable or down in companies experienc-
ing a slowdown (UFB Locabail and UCB).

The increase in general and administrative expenses at
Cetelem reflects the international expansion of this com-
pany’s activity, and remains lower than the increase in
average loans outstanding. 

Banque Directe’s expenses rose by FRF 80 million,
reflecting significant data processing investments expens-
ed during the year.

Provisions

Excluding exceptional provisions, the sector’s overall
cost of risk declined by 12% to FRF 1,972 million, or
1% of total loans outstanding.  Exceptional provisions
written in 1996 were utilized as planned (FRF 635 mil-
lion at UCB in 1997).

Operating income

Operating income of the Retail Financial Services sector
totaled FRF 2,277 million, as against an operating loss
of FRF 901 million in 1996. Retail Financial Services
accounted for 22% of total Paribas operating income.

Return on equity (FRF 9.2 billion) amounted to 25%.

Key developments in the Retail Financial Services sector
were: UCB’s real estate activities resumed positive profit
contribution, risks remained under control, sector units
pursued their international expansion, and major part-
nership agreements were reached (retailer Carrefour, in
particular, granted Cetelem exclusive worldwide rights
to develop the new financing products distributed
throughout its network).
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“OTHER” SECTOR

Activities included under “Other” generated pre-tax
income of FRF 1,016 million.

They primarily encompass:

- the portfolio of real estate assets not used by Group
entities (Sinvim, Klécar, Klépierre), which returned to
profit contribution last year;

- the financial portfolio;

- equity holdings of Compagnie de Navigation Mixte
(capital gains on the sale of Allianz Via Holding).

4 ANALYSIS OF RISK

COUNTRY RISKS

Other than in the five Asian countries analyzed in sec-
tion  3.3, the Group continued to sell country risks in
the market, for a total nominal value of over FRF 800
million, in 1997.

These sales, coupled with risk improvements related to
countries previously provided for, led to a profit of over
FRF 300 million last year.

At December 31, 1997, residual provisions and dis-
counts (difference between nominal value and acquisi-
tion cost) totaled FRF 772.3 million, representing a
country risk provisioning rate of nearly 40%.

RISKS ON CAPITAL MARKET OPERATIONS 

Capital market risks stem from the uncertainty of future
performance due to the fluctuating value of securities
portfolios. They are inherent to Banque Paribas’ activit-
ies in the fixed income, foreign exchange, and equity
markets.

Paribas monitors and manages risks at two different
levels: within each of the relevant departments, and
through the independent Capital Market and Liquidity
Risk Management unit of the Risk Monitoring depart-
ment. This unit is responsible for the implementation of
high-performance risk control technologies, valuation
model validation, and the ongoing monitoring of trad-
ing positions and limits.

Risk assessment

Assessing potential losses resulting from unfavorable
changes in market conditions is a fundamental compo-
nent of risk management. Paribas relies on an in-house
value at risk model to assess its potential losses.

The GEaR (Gross Earnings at Risk) risk valuation model
takes into account a number of parameters likely to
affect portfolio valuation, including interest rates, cur-
rency rates, securities prices and volatility, and the cor-
relation across these parameters.

The system is based on advanced simulation algorithms
able to analyze non-linear and convex positions, as well
as volatility risks on options. Daily changes in the
variables are simulated to estimate potential losses from
capital market activities under normal market condit-
ions and liquidity levels.

Risk limits

Paribas uses the GEaR model to measure risk in all of its
capital market activities. The Capital Market Risks
Committee – comprising re p resentatives from each activ-
ity segment, the Risk Monitoring department, and the
Management Board – defines GEaR limits for each mar-
ket as well as for capital market activities as a whole.
The level of risk allowed in each activity is based on
strategic objectives, the experience of portfolio mana-
gers, customer requirements, market liquidity and vola-
tility.

In addition to GEaR risk limits, other requirements are
placed on operators to reduce risks specific to this type
of activity, including concentration, liquidity, special
events, or unexpected changes in volatility and historic-
al correlation. These requirements include limits on
nominal positions, sensitivity, and concentration.

GEaR limits are generated on a daily basis for each activ-
ity segment and for capital market activities as a whole,
after being reviewed by the Capital Market Risks
Committee.

Value at risk in Fixed income, forex and derivative
and equity activities

The following risk values were established using the
GEaR model in respect of the Basel Committee guide-
lines for estimating risk exposure levels, which require:



PA R I B A S FINANCIAL
REVIEW

61

- identification of changes in the portfolio over a period
of ten trading days;

- 99% confidence interval;

- sample historical data based on 260 trading days.

A 99% confidence interval means that, over a ten-day
horizon, potential losses should fall below GEaR appro-
ved limits in 99% of cases.

Value at Risk (10 days - 99% confidence interval): 1997 changes

Breakdown of value at risk (10 days - 99% confidence interval) by risk factor

1997
in FRF millions Average Minimum Maximum

Interest rate 206 105 345

Equities 111 57 206

Emerging markets 275 161 357

Foreign exchange 18 9 41

Total* 614 * *

* GEaR minima and maxima for each risk factor have been set at different points in time. Consequently, adding the values
provided in the table is not relevant. Cumulative minimum and maximum values for all risk factors were FRF 459 mil-
lion and FRF 755 million, respectively, in 1997.

Breakdown of value at risk (10 days - 99% confidence interval) by activity

1997
in FRF millions Average Minimum Maximum

Bonds 378 249 469

Derivative products 266 180 376

Foreign exchange 21 7 44

Equities 113 49 218

Swaps 148 68 274
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For comparison purposes, the average overall value at
risk recorded in the fourth quarter of 1996 amounted to
FRF 415 million, with a minimum of FRF 389 million
and a maximum of FRF 471 million. The sharp increase
in value at risk primarily reflects the growth of capital
market activities.

It is important to note, however, that while the GEaR
model takes into account offsetting factors across activi-
ties, it does not take into account parameter correlation
across four main categories of underlying securities:
fixed-income, currency, equity, and emerging markets.
This limitation tends to result in overestimation of risk
levels – one of the reasons why Banque Paribas did not
record a single loss in excess of GEaR limits during the
year.

Value at risk of asset/liability management activities

The Asset/Liability and Liquidity Management Com-
mittee, which comprises operating heads of the depart-
ment, representatives of the Management Board and of
the Risk Monitoring department, monitors and controls
the sensitivity of Paribas’ balance sheet to changes in
interest rates and other market variables. It ensures that
the risk of revenue loss from adverse market changes
remain within limits deemed acceptable by Paribas.

Two risk measurement approaches are used:

- for positions that are marked to market, the GEaR
model is used (99% confidence interval, changes over a
period of ten trading days). It measured an average risk
exposure of FRF 21 million in 1997,

- for positions subject to accounting under the accrual
method and the lower of cost or market valuation, two
measures are taken on the assumption that all interest
rates drop by one percentage point: the level of resulting
provisioning requirements and the decline in carrying
revenues.  During 1997, these two measures averaged
FRF 56 million and FRF 525 million, respectively.

LIQUIDITY RISKS

Paribas faces two categories of liquidity risks. First, it
runs the risk of not being able to finance assets with
matching maturities and rates; second, it runs the risk of
not being able to sell a position rapidly at a reasonable
price.

To address the first category of risk, liquidity profiles are
monitored on a daily basis and managed conservatively
so that, even under unfavorable conditions, Paribas
would have access to sufficient funds to finance its activ-
ities. The makeup and origin of the financing sources
are reviewed on a monthly basis by the Asset/Liability
and Liquidity Management Committee.

Regarding the second category of risk, the liquidity of
trading positions is constantly monitored within each
d e p a rtment, and through the independent Capital
Market and Liquidity Risk Management unit, which 
periodically reviews inventories of illiquid lines and may
d e t e rmine revaluation adjustments to account for potent-
ial additional liquidation costs.

For certain products it markets, Paribas writes statutory
provisions at the time of the transaction.  This is the case
for exotic contracts valued using complex mathematical
models or based on underlying products which are re l a t i v-
ely illiquid.

COUNTERPARTY RISK IN CAPITAL MARKET
ACTIVITIES

In 1997, the Risk department pursued and reinforced
the program of capital market counterparty risk mana-
gement initiated in 1996.

The success of this initiative was underpinned by the in-
house development of an automated monitoring system
(Credit Risk Management, or CRM), designed to calcul-
ate, in cases of maximum exposure, the counterparty
risk equivalent to the market exposure system based on
value at risk concepts.

CRM has developed into the key management system
enabling Paribas’ Credit Administration team to:

- centralize and standardize the monitoring of credit
limits and their utilization;

- tighten control procedures;

- ensure better coordination of collateral with Paribas’
various services.

The Credit Risk function in capital market activities is
now adequately staffed in all major units (London, Paris,
New York, Singapore, Hong Kong, Tokyo), with overall
management conducted from London.



PA R I B A S FINANCIAL
REVIEW

63

At 1997 year end, counterparty risks totaled FRF 62,227 million, not including the value of collateral received. After deduct-
ion of collateral, they amounted to FRF 55,143 million.

Banque Paribas’ counterparty risk, by rating

Positive Collateral Net positive
at December 31, 1997 liquidation received liquidation
in FRF millions value value

AAA 7,261 229 7,032

AA 18,555 411 18,144

A 15,145 748 14,397

Unrated 21,266 5 696 15,570

Total 62,227 7,084 55,143

Banque Paribas’ counterparty risk, by country

Positive Collateral Net positive
at December 31, 1997 liquidation received liquidation
in FRF millions value value

Japan 5,699 124 5,575

France 9,569 759 8,810

USA 12,538 3,631 8,907

Europe, excl. France 27,433 1,481 25,952

Rest of the world 6,988 1,089 5,899

Total 62,227 7,084 55,143

Banque Paribas’ counterparty risk, by type of counterparty

Positive Collateral Net positive
at December 31, 1997 liquidation received liquidation
in FRF millions value value

Financial institutions 46,322 6,699 39,623

Industrial companies 6,029 377 5,652

Governments 9,409 0 9,409

Others 467 8 459

Total 62,227 7,084 55,143

The amounts indicated re p resent the net liquidation value (if positive) of the port f o l i o s .
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5 SOLVENCY RATIO

The following information regarding the Group’s sol-
vency ratio has not been audited by its Statutory
Auditors.

At 1997 year end, Compagnie Financière de Paribas’
total solvency ratio amounted to 8.7%, unchanged from
the 1996 level.

Cooke Ratio

in percentage 1997 1996

Total 8.7 8.7

Tier one 8.6 7.9

Tier two 0.1 0.8

Tier one Cooke ratio amounted to 8.6%, versus 7.9% in
1996, underscoring the Gro u p ’s strengthened financial
s t ru c t u re. Tier two Cooke ratio amounted to 0.1%, ver-
sus 0.8% in 1996.

Weighted loans outstanding dropped by 16% to FRF 592
billion in 1997, primarily reflecting the disposal of retail
banking activities.

Tier one capital stood at FRF 51 billion, while Tier two
capital dropped to FRF 0.6 billion, a FRF 4.8 billion
decline from 1996 year end.

This drop reflects the FRF 0.9 billion decline in borro w-
ing and the FRF 3.9 billion increase in items to be
deducted from Tier two capital, primarily subord i n a t e d
n o t e s .

6 ESTIMATED NET ASSET VALUE

OF EQUITY HOLDING PORTFOLIOS

The following estimates, which take into account all
Group equity holdings, are not audited.

Group equity holdings comprise all equity interests held
by fully consolidated companies in unconsolidated
companies – including long-term shareholdings and
investment securities – and in companies accounted for
by the equity method.

Unrealized capital gains on equity holdings comprise:

- unrealized capital gains on non-consolidated listed
securities, on the basis of their market value;

- unrealized capital gains on listed companies accounted
for by the equity method, on the basis of their market
value or the Group’s proportionate share in their net
worth, whichever is higher;

- estimated unrealized capital gains on unlisted securit-
ies, on the basis of in-house estimates. In the case of
recent acquisitions, these securities are valued at cost;
other unlisted securities are valued on the basis of the
market value of comparable listed companies or of
prices used in recent acquisitions of comparable compa-
nies.

The estimated value of PAI’s portfolio excluding mino-
rity interests was FRF 39.3 billion at 1997 year end, up
5.1% from the prior year level, primarily reflecting a
FRF 4.2 billion increase in unrealized capital gains to
FRF 14.9 billion. Proceeds from disposals carried out
during the year exceeded the estimated values of the
corresponding assets at 1996 year end. Despite the
considerable volume of asset disposals carried out in
1997, unrealized capital gains continued to increase.

The estimated value of Paribas’ financial port f o l i o
excluding minority interests totaled FRF 18.0 billion,
reflecting an increase in unrealized capital gains from
FRF 1.9 billion at 1996 year end to FRF 3.0 billion at
1997 year end.

Including minority interests, the estimated value of
Paribas’ financial portfolio and PAI’s portfolio amounted
to FRF 19.1 billion and FRF 45.8 billion, respectively.

Securities portfolio (excluding minority interests)

in FRF billions Estimated value Unrealized capital gains
at December 31, 1997 1997 1996

Paribas Principal Investments 39.3 14.9 10.7

Financial portfolio and miscellaneous 18.0 3.0 1.9

Total 57.3 17.9 12.6

The combined estimated value of the two portfolios amounted to FRF 57.3 billion (excluding minority intere s t s ) ,
including FRF 17.9 billion in unrealized capital gains, versus FRF 12.6 billion at 1996 year end.



PA R I B A S FINANCIAL
REVIEW

65

7 SHARE INFORMATION

A net 1997 dividend of FRF 14 per share will be distrib-
uted in 1998. The gross 1997 dividend (i.e. including
“Avoir fiscal” tax credit) will amount to FRF 21.00 per
share. 

8 LITIGATION

No litigation nor exceptional items to which the Group
is party could have a material impact on its financial
position, activity, or results.

9 SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS

AND OUTLOOK

1997 was a milestone year for Paribas. The integration
of all its activities within a single structure will create
value and result in a rapid improvement in the quality
of its earnings.

This quality – steady growth and recurring nature – of
earnings will enable Paribas to meet its target of 15% net
return on equity on a recurring basis starting in 2000.

Major initiatives have already been launched to capital-
ize on the integration of the Group’s activities, including:

- development of marketing synergies,

- cost-reductions,

- acceleration of growth and improved management of
equity resources.

The implementation of these initiatives will bear its
fruits in 1999 and beyond.

Main holdings of Paribas Principal Investments

Country % of Fully Number of Net income Net dividend
share consolidated shares held (in FRF per share

capital by the millions) (2) (in FRF
at December 31, 1997 Group (1) millions) (3)

Agribusiness

Cosmos Philippines 3.48 60,000,000 ND –

Doux France 20.20 11,090 243.7(5) –

GNA (4) France 66.75 * 1,692,489 44.98 6.31

LDC France 5.11 185,475 7.06 7.06

Mestrezat et Domaines (4) France 86.51 * 2,489,975 20.5 3.00

Navidul Spain 10.50 69,126 50.5 23.87

Sagal (4) France 100.00 * 4,372,841 318.3 7.50

Société Bretonne de Salaisons France 36.00 215,998 55.9(5) –

Seda Spain 82.48 1,649,600 ND NA

Panzalim (Somaref) France 50.01 2,200,625 ND NA

Automotive

Groupe Cartier Industrie France 22.18 276,357 28(6) 6.00

D’Ieteren (Cobepa) Belgium 7.68 425,000 264.6(5) 8.16

MGI Coutier Poullain France 19.75 528,128 76.8 14.00

Montupet France 10.60 97,677 65(6) 6.20

Construction and public works

Financière SAE-Fougerolle (4) France 49.82 * 3,193,152 235(6) –



Building materials

Ciments Français (4) France 23.55 * 8,933,588 615 5

Collins & Aikman US 39.20 2,180,000 8.4(6) –

Concorde Italy 15.00 12,000,000 24.2(5) 0.05

Poliet (4) France 34.52 * 9,192,026 1,158(6) –

Mechanical engineering

BWI PIc UK 10.05 4,800,000 38(10) 0.52

Fives Lille (4) France 29.29 * 794,865 37 –

Telecommunications

Bouygues Télécom France 3.00 810,000 (1,247) –

Mobistar (Cobepa) Belgium 12.93 1,680,800 (703.9) –

STH (via Santa Helena Inv.) Netherlands 12.70 10,000,000 NA ND

Tourism - Hotels & leisure - Transportation

Bercy Management France 6.71 8,299 NS –

Far Eastern Air Transport Taiwan 4.75 19,929,042 1.2 0.4

Sogeres France 40.00 46,000 23.9 84

Paper and packaging

Bormioli Rocco Italy 11.90 11,900,000 27.9 (5) –

Jarvis Porter UK 10.27 4,820,000 92(6) 0.80

La Rochette (4) France 26.89 * 6,802,910 0.9 –

Nord Est (4) France 43.04 * 6,060,237 (57.8) 5.5

Distribution

GIB (Cobepa) Belgium 19.34 6,538,799 473.5 6.85

President Chain Store Taiwan 2.54 8,975,908 201 ND

Electrical equipment

Carbone Lorraine (4) France 23.80 * 469,752 218 25

Chatam US 12.00 120,000 23.4(11) –

Sait - Radio Holland (Cobepa) (4) Belgium 64.46 * 1,378,569 16.6 (5) 3.43

Schneider France 3.16 4,633,854 2,198 5

Energy

Cofathec France 19.35 924,115 14.4 8

Coparex International (4) France 95.31 * 1,548,751 50.6 15

Total France 0.51 1,226,329 7,600 13

Chemicals - Drugs - Biotech

Alphamed France 12.37 246,621 63 11.54

CEPA Spain 58.20 278,160 16 –

Jouan France 25.58 61,000 15(5) –

Cortecs Plc UK 10.58 15,594,834 111 –
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Country % of Fully Number of Net income Net dividend
share consolidated shares held (in FRF per share

capital by the millions) (2) (in FRF
at December 31, 1997 Group (1) millions) (3)
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Services

Atos (ex-Axime) France 13.09 1,365,194 176 –

Cipe France 12.91 1,380,069 57.5(5) 2.5

Prokom Poland 3.94 500,000 ND –

Sema Group (4) UK 18.52 * 21,270,224 422.5 0.7

Sogeparc France 3.89 274,386 90.3 15.26

TLC (8) US 50.00 11,870 5.5 –

Swets et Zeitlinger (Cobepa) Belgium 15.76 673,800 94.5(5) 11.45

Textile

Dewavrin France 6.93 8,257 69(5) 250

Uco Textile (Cobepa) (4) Belgium 57.77 * 443,444 66.6 39.15

Media

Audiofina Luxemburg 8.77 5,398,494 539.1 3.6

Lark International Hong Kong 9.88 2,110 4 (5) –

Infogrames Entertainment France 4.05 422,530 39.2(9) –

Sté Rochefortaise Communication France 13.09 407,276 32(5) 4

UGC SA France 13.42 5,142,323 173.4(5) 0.24

Insurance

AGF Assubel Holding (Cobepa) Belgium 8.61 133,926 350.4(5) 167.69

Financière de l’Erdre France 18.65 80,093 63 (6) 145 (6)

Groupe Josi (Cobepa) (4) Belgium 23.61 * 21,490 196.1(5) 16.4

Winterthur Europe (Cobepa) Belgium 4.82 89,458 218.6 18.76

Holding companies

ACP/CDC Hong Kong 16.10 1,000 ND ND

Asphales (Cobepa) Belgium 6.60 39,850 264.9 122.34

Electrafina (y compris Cobepa) Belgium 3.10 1,149,648 1,718.4 23.2

Fremont Partners US 5.21 8,633,619 NA ND

Aegon (Cobepa) (4) Belgium 2.74 * 7,896,388 6,600.8 9.43

Indeck North American Power Partners US 21.00 2,000 31.0 20.866

Merone (Groupe GAN) France 42.97 2,634 72 (5) –

Pargesa Holding (Cobepa) (4) (a) Switzerland 14.72 * 241,270 1,094.4(5) 242.8

Power Corp, (Cobepa) Canada 2.06 2,638,996 1,229.1(5) 2.95

(1) Share of Groupe Paribas fully-consolidated companies.
(2) Consolidated net income, Group share (1997 average exchange rates used for international companies).
(3) 1997 dividend per share, unless otherwise noted.
(4) Companies accounted for by the equity method.
(5) 1996 figures (1996 average exchange rates used for international companies).
(6) 1997 estimated.
(7) Year ended September 30, 1997 - 15 months.
(8) Year ended August 30, 1997.
(9) Year ended June 30, 1997.
(10) Year ended July 30, 1997.
(11) Income before taxes.
(a) Groupe Paribas holds in total 18.6% of Pargesa Holding.

Country % of Fully Number of Net income Net dividend
share consolidated shares held (in FRF per share

capital by the millions) (2) (in FRF
at December 31, 1997 Group (1) millions) (3)
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1997 1997 1996 1995
in millions, year ended December 31 N o t e s USD* FRF FRF** FRF**

Interest receivable and similar income 4 11,352 67,977 69,726 68,991

Interest payable and similar charges 5 (10,130) (60,657) (62,295) (61,615)

Net commissions 6 838 5,018 3,607 2,900

Net income from securities transactions 
and other banking operations 7 1,659 9,933 8,625 7,341

Net income from insurance operations 9 415 2,486 2,036 1,557

Other net income 239 1,433 1,133 927

Net gains on sale of long-term shareholdings and properties 10 749 4,487 5,633 1,713

Net change in provisions 
on long-term shareholdings and properties (207) (1,241) (1,525) (709)

Share in net income of companies accounted 
for by the equity method 11 463 2,775 1,370 (2,257)

Total revenue from operations 5,379 32,211 28,310 18,848

General and administrative expenses 12 (3,271) (19,588) (16,653) (14,487)

Depreciation of fixed assets (177) (1,059) (892) (713)

Goodwill amortization 13 (52) (313) (501) (1,028)

Net income before provisions and tax 1,879 11,251 10,264 2,620

Net provisions for loan losses and other risks 14 (653) (3,913) (4,763) (4,198)

Net income before tax 1,225 7,338 5,501 (1,578)

Income tax 15 (6) (36) (1,804) (1,898)

Net income 1,219 7,302 3,697 (3,476)

Minority interests (350) (2,094) (606) (1,184)

Net income (loss) excluding minority interests 
and discontinued activities 870 5,208 3,091 (4,660)

Net income on discontinued activities excluding tax 
and minority interests 3 95 569 707 662

Capital gains excluding tax on discontinued activities 3 141 847 998 0

Minority interests on capital gains on discontinued activities 3 (9) (51) (446) 0

Net income of discontinued activities excluding minority interests 228 1,365 1,259 662

Net income (loss) excluding minority interests 1,098 6,573 4,350 (3,998)

Weighted average of shares outstanding during the period 110,670,396 109,512,409 117,832,745

Net income (loss) per share 9.92 59.39 39.72 (33.93)

* Dollar equivalents are based on the exchange rate at December 31, 1997: USD 1 = FRF 5.9881.
** Restated to account for changes in scope of consolidation (see note 3).

CONSOLIDATED 
INCOME STATEMENT
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1997 1997 1996 1995
in millions N o t e s USD* FRF FRF** FRF**

ASSETS

Treasury operations and interbank transactions 16 20,905 125,179 140,373 181,114

Customer loans and credits 17 53,785 322,068 310,421 282,971

Credits under finance and operating leases 18 5,460 32,697 32,860 32,259

Investments of insurance companies 19 15,057 90,162 77,321 58,819

Securities received under resale agreements 21 55,547 332,618 288,409 169,761

Trading securities 22 48,657 291,360 286,072 203,023

Securities held for sale 23 12,763 76,425 65,022 61,826

Investment securities 24 3,905 23,386 25,955 37,571

Other accounts relating to securities 26 2,725 16,318 14,583 19,787

Long-term shareholdings and related receivables 27 3,278 19,631 18,268 15,410

Share in net equity of companies 
accounted for under the equity method 28 4,245 25,417 27,414 28,955

Share in net equity of discontinued activities 198 1,186 6,128 6,491

Fixed assets 29 3,285 19,670 20,056 16,631

Goodwill 30 1,382 8,273 2,352 3,174

Other assets 31 13,998 83,821 58,388 51,004

Total assets 245,188 1,468,211 1,373,622 1,168,796

1997 1997 1996 1995
in millions N o t e s USD* FRF FRF** FRF**

LIABILITIES

Treasury operations and interbank transactions 32 52,121 312,106 329,164 322,773

Customer deposits 33 21,712 130,013 106,645 105,707

Technical provisions of insurance companies 34 14,591 87,373 72,090 60,790

Securities delivered under repurchase agreements 35 60,225 360,631 339,801 227,662

Trading securities 36 36,777 220,223 195,209 113,520

Bonds and other negotiable debt securities 37 29,590 177,185 175,049 183,575

Other accounts relating to securities 38 4,753 28,461 19,394 20,264

Accruals, provisions and other liabilities 39 13,249 79,335 66,667 66,578

Subordinated debt 40 1,846 11,052 10,198 10,495

Net worth 8,870 53,114 54,003 60,246
• Shareholders’ equity 7,864 47,089 35,979 44,164
• Minority interests 1,006 6,025 18,024 16,082

Total net income (loss) for the year 1,456 8,718 5,402 (2,814)
• Shareholders’ equity 1,098 6,573 4,350 (3,998)
• Minority interests 358 2,145 1,052 1,184

Total liabilities and net worth 245,188 1,468,211 1,373,622 1,168,796

Commitments and contingent liabilities 45

(1) Before appropriation.
* Dollar equivalents are based on the exchange rate at December 31, 1997: USD 1 = FRF 5.9881.
** Restated to account for changes in scope of consolidation (cf. note 3).

CONSOLIDATED 
BALANCE SHEET (1)
AT DECEMBER 31



70

in millions French Francs US Dollars*
Share Capital Retained Treasury Total Minority Net Total Net

capital paid- earnings stock share- interests worth share- worth
in and holders holders’

surplus reserves equity equity

Balance at December 31, 1994 5,796 25,673 12,750 (673) 43,546 16,965 60,511 7,272 10,105

Net income for 1994 1,715 1,715 1,412 3,127 286 522

Dividends (except to treasury stock) (1,367) (1,367) (572) (1,939) (228) (324)

Discontinued activities 0 (1,586) (1,586) (265)

Balance at January 1, 1995 5,796 25,673 13,098 (673) 43,894 16,219** 60,113** 7,330 10,039

Increase in share capital of 
Compagnie Financière de Paribas:
• Exercice of options 1 3 4 4 1 1
• Stock dividend 214 962 (23) 1,153 1,153 193 193
• Legal reserve (94) 94
• Net purchases of treasury stock (2) (330) (332) (332) (55) (55)

Provisions for durable depreciation and 
retirement benefit deducted from 
reserves by insurance companies (note 1D) (148) (148) (72) (220) (25) (37)

Change in translation adjustment (407) (407) (134) (541) (68) (90)

Net change in minority interests 69 69 12

Balance at December 31, 1995 6,011 26,544 12,635 (1,026) 44,164 16,082** 60,246** 7,375 10,061

Net income for 1995 (3,998) (3,998) 1,184 (2,814) (668) (470)

Dividends (except to treasury stock) (1,278) (1,278) (508) (1,786) (213) (298)

Balance at January 1, 1996 6,011 26,544 7,359 (1,026) 38,888 16,758 55,646 6,494 9,293

Increase in share capital of 
Compagnie Financière de Paribas:
• Exercice of options 9 45 54 54 9 9
• Stock dividend 188 826 (126) 888 888 148 148
• Legal reserve (19) 19
• Net purchases of treasury stock 7 (3,737) (3,730) (3,730) (623) (623)
• Parelec – Pareli merger 72 (72)

Change in translation adjustment (121) (121) 145 24 (20) 4

Net change in minority interests (2) 1,121 1,121 187

Balance at December 31, 1996 6,208 27,468 7,192 (4,889) 35,979 18,024** 54,003 ** 6,008 9,018

Net income for 1996 4,350 4,350 1,052 5,402 726 902

Dividends (except to treasury stock) (1,425) (1,425) (783) (2,208) (238) (369)

Balance at January 1, 1997 6,208 27,468 10,117 (4,889) 38,904 18,293 57,197 6,497 9,552

Increase in share capital of 
Compagnie Financière de Paribas:
• Exercice of options 54 299 353 353 59 59
• Conversion of bonds 11 96 107 107 18 18
•  Public exchange offer for Cie Bancaire, Cetelem

and Banque Paribas investment certificates:
– Increase in share capital 2,028 14,979 17,007 (12,544) 4,463 2,840 745
– Goodwill deducted from equity (3) (9,833) (9,833) (9,833) (1,642) (1,642)
• Net purchases of treasury stock 69 62 131 0 131 12 22
• Paribas Europe merger 408 (408) 0 0

Change in translation adjustment 420 420 16 436 70 73

Net change in minority interests 260 260 43

Balance at December 31, 1997 8,301 43,250 365 (4,827) 47,089 6,025 53,114 7,853 8,870

* Dollar equivalents are based on the exchange rate at December 31, 1997: USD 1 = FRF 5.9881.
** Restated to  account for changes in scope of consolidation (cf. note 3).
(1) FRF 3,590 million related to cancellation of 10,513,238 Compagnie Financière de Paribas shares, owned by Compagnie de Navigation Mixte as of
January 1, 1996.
(2) The FRF 1,121 million increase in minority interests is mainly due to the integration of Compagnie de Navigation Mixte and its subsidiaries in the
scope of consolidation.
(3) Had goodwill not been deducted from shareholders’ equity, it would have been amortized over 20 years, beginning in 1998.

STATEMENT OF CHANGES 
IN CONSOLIDATED NET WORTH
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1 PRINCIPLES OF CONSOLIDATION

Reflecting full control over Compagnie Bancaire and its
subsidiaries, starting in 1997 Paribas consolidated
financial statements include not only the banking sub-
sidiaries but also insurance companies, in order to pro-
vide the best representation of the activities of the
Group. The impact of consolidating insurance compa-
nies, for 1995 and 1996, is shown in note 3.

This presentation constitutes an exemption to the
consolidation regulations of credit institutions regarding
scope of consolidation, pursuant to which insurance
and non-financial companies should be accounted for
under the equity method.

Excluding this difference of method, the consolidated
financial statements of Compagnie Financière de
Paribas, a bank holding company, are pre p a red in accord-
ance with the provisions of the November 27, 1985
regulation modified by January 16, 1991 regulation
91.02, issued by the French Banking Regulatory
Committee, applicable to credit institutions’ consolidat-
ed financial statements. The particularities of presen-
tation other than those related to  the consolidation of
insurance companies are indicated in Note 2.A.

A) SCOPE OF CONSOLIDATION

Subsidiaries which do not have a material effect on the
consolidated financial statements and subsidiaries held
for disposal are not consolidated.

a) Fully consolidated companies

Banking, financial holding and insurance companies are
fully consolidated if 50% or more of the share capital is
owned by the Paribas Group, either directly by
Compagnie Financière de Paribas or by other fully
consolidated companies. 

b) Companies accounted for under the equity
method

Companies accounted for under the equity method are
banks, financial institutions, investment holding and
insurance companies in which the Group holds 20% to
50% of the share capital, provided this interest ensures
that the Group has a significant and lasting influence on
the company’s management. In accordance with the
re q u i rements of the French Banking Regulatory

Committee, industrial, commercial and real estate com-
panies in which the group holds an interest of at least
20% are also accounted for under the equity method.

c) Main changes in the scope of consolidation 

Sale of retail banking activities:

The main change in the scope of consolidation is the
sale of the Group’s retail banking activities, which was
initiated in 1996 and completed in 1997:

- Crédit du Nord and its subsidiaries, which were 100%
held and fully consolidated, were accounted for under
the equity method at 34% from January 1, 1997
through the end of September 1997, date of their sale,

- Banque Paribas Belgique and its subsidiaries, which
were controlled at 77.4% are excluded from consolid-
ation as of June 30, 1997, with the sale of 57.5 % of this
interest. In addition to this transaction, the interest in
Paribas Nederland not held by Banque Paribas Belgique
was also sold , its income being also fully consolidated
until June 30, 1997,

- In 1996, Osmanli Bankasi, which was accounted for
under the equity method, was sold in the first half of the
year. Banque Continentale du Luxembourg, which was
fully consolidated, was sold in the second half of the
year.

- Banque Paribas Pacifique and Banque Paribas
Polynésie are consolidated until December 31, 1997; the
preliminary sale agreement was signed in November
1997 and will be completed in the first half of 1998.

Reflecting the significance of the sale of its retail banking
activities, financial statements are presented excluding
these discontinued activities, as detailed in note 2.A, in
order to provide the best representation of the Group.

Purchase of minority interests in Compagnie
Bancaire, Cetelem and Banque Paribas:

Compagnie Financière de Paribas purchased, through
public exchange offer closed on December 24, 1997,
minority interests in Compagnie Bancaire, Cetelem and
Banque Paribas, raising its interests in these units to
98.2%, 99.3% and 99.9%, respectively. In the first half
of 1997, Compagnie Financière de Paribas’ interest in
Compagnie Bancaire was raised to 50.3%, with the pur-
chase of a 3.9% interest in the company. In addition,
Compagnie Bancaire succesfully purchased through ten-
der offers, in July 1997, the bulk of Cardif and UFB
Locabail minority interests.
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Other changes:

In 1997, other changes included: the purchase of
Paribas Asia Equity, fully consolidated from July 1,
Paribas Indonesia from April 1, the gradual sale of Poliet
(17% of shares have been sold in 1997, the remaining
34% may be sold in 1998 and 1999) , and the deconso-
lidation of Axime, in which Paribas’ interest has been
strongly diluted following the Axime-Sligos merger.
Union Bancaire du Nord, which was previously fully
consolidated was sold in the second half of the year.

Finally, Gevaert, accounted for under the equity method
at 35.5% was partly merged within Cobepa, reducing
Compagnie Financière de Paribas’ interest in Cobepa
from 64.3% to 58.2%.

In 1996, the new fully consolidated companies primari-
ly included Compagnie de Navigation Mixte, controlled
by Compagnie Financière de Paribas since the February
26, 1996 tender offer, and Omnium de Gestion et de
Développement Immobilier, with took over the real
estate rental activities of Cogedim. Cogedim has retain-
ed its real estate development activities and remains
accounted for under the equity method.

As regards companies accounted for under the equity
method, Audiofina, in which a 14% interest had been
sold, was deconsolidated in 1996, Osmanli Bankasi had
been sold in the first half of 1996, and the Compagnie
de Navigation Mixte and its banking subsidiaries are
now fully consolidated, its industrial subsidiaries
remaining accounted for under the equity method.

There had been no significant change in the scope of
consolidation in 1995.

B) DATE OF CONSOLIDATION

The consolidated financial statements are based on the
financial statements of Group companies as at December
31.

C) GOODWILL

Goodwill is the difference upon acquisition, between the
Group’s investment in a company whose financial state-
ments are consolidated which may include purchase
expenses, and the Group’s share in its revalued share-
holders’ equity.

Positive goodwill is recorded as an asset on a separate
line and negative goodwill is included under other liabil-
ities. Positive and negative goodwill are amortized over
a period determined in accordance with the acquisition
objectives and, in any case, not exceeding forty years.

Generally, goodwill on banks is amortized over twenty
years, over ten years for companies specializing in finan-
cial market activities, over fifteen years for industrial
companies and over thirty years for insurance compa-
nies.

In conformity with article D248.3 and the seventh
European Directive, goodwill may be charged to equity
when the acquisition is remunerated through an equity
issue.

Pursuant to these regulations, goodwill arising from the
exchange offers for Compagnie Bancaire and Cetelem
appears in the balance sheet for the portion paid in cash.
The balance has been charged against retained earnings,
as payment was made through an issue of shares, which
led to dilution approved by former shareholders.

D) RESTATEMENTS AND INTERCOMPANY
TRANSACTIONS

Prior to consolidation, the financial statements of com-
panies included in the scope of consolidation are restat-
ed to conform to the accounting principles described
below. In particular, reserves for general banking risks
written by certain banking units are included under
equity and, in the case of individual risks, specific pro-
visions are written. The valuation rules and accounting
principles specific to certain industrial sectors are not
restated. Similarly, valuation rules specific to insurance
companies are maintained in the consolidated financial
statements.

In 1995, insurance companies of Groupe Paribas have
p rovided, by deduction from their consolidated
reserves, for durable depreciation of their buildings and
portfolio of equity and fixed income securities, and for
residual commitments resulting from the modification
of the supplementary pension plans for insurance com-
panies. In 1995, the total impact on consolidated
reserves was FRF 148 million, Group share.

All intercompany balances, as well as gains and losses on
i n t e rcompany transactions, are eliminated.
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2 ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES

A) PRESENTATION OF THE CONSOLIDATED
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

As indicated in note 1A.c), in 1997, Paribas sold its
retail banking activities. Reflecting the significance of
this disposal and to provide a fair representation of the
Group’s current structure, consolidated financial state-
ments presented herein exclude activities disposed of
during the year.

Pursuant to article 11 of the French Commercial Code,
the impact of changes in accounting presentation are
detailed in note 3 below.

Moreover in order to better reflect the activities of the
Paribas Group as a whole, the income statement is pre-
sented as follows:

- total revenue from operations comprises, in addition
to the revenues and charges from banking operations,
other net income, income from insurance operations,
net gains on sale and net change in provisions on long-
term shareholdings and properties, and the Group’s
share in net income of companies accounted for under
the equity method (excluding the related goodwill
amortized in the holding Company’s accounts);

- net income before provisions and tax, is obtained after
taking into account General and administrative ex-
penses, Depreciation of fixed assets, and Goodwill
amortization;

- net income before tax, after deduction of Net provision
for loan losses and other risks;

- net income, after deduction of tax and, when appli-
cable, exceptional items.

In the balance sheet, securities, tre a s u ry bills and simi-
lar instruments are classified according to the manage-
ment’s intentions at the time of their purchase. Securities
received (delivered) under resale (repurchase) agree-
ments appear as a separately identified category of the
securities portfolio. Since 1997, rental properties of the
Compagnie Bancaire group, previously included in ope-
rating leases, appear under fixed assets. Previous years
accounts have been restated accordingly.

B) FOREIGN CURRENCY TRANSLATION

a) Foreign currency assets and liabilities are translated at
year-end exchange rates, the resulting gains and losses
being taken to income.

b) Balance sheets of foreign companies and branches are
translated into French francs at the year-end rate and
their income statements at the year’s average rate. Gains
and losses resulting from translation are recorded as a
change in consolidated net worth.

c) In the case of high-inflation countries, fixed assets are
translated at historical rate, the resulting exchange gains
or losses being taken to income.

C) FIXED ASSETS

a) Trademarks and market shares

Goodwill assigned by certain industrial groups and
insurance companies to trademarks and market shares is
not amortized. These identified intangible assets are
reassessed every year, and, in case of a decline in value,
a provision for impairment is set up. Specific methods
adopted by each industrial group as regards depreciat-
ion of their market shares are not restated for
consolidation purposes.

b) Other intangible assets

Preliminary expenses and leasehold rights are charged
to expenses as incurred. Software is amortized over a
period of 12 months. 

Software developed internally by the Group is recorded
as expenses, except for software developed for the settle-
ment of a new activity which are amortized over a per-
iod of five years.

The costs of capital increases of subsidiaries are ex-
pensed. The costs of Compagnie Financière de Paribas
capital increases are deducted from the share-issue
premiums, net of the related tax saving.

Bond issue and redemption premiums as well as
expenses related to bond issues are amortized on a
straight line basis over the life of the borrowing. 

Clientele acquisition costs are amortized over a period
that does not exceed 10 years.
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c) Premises and equipment

Premises and equipment are stated at cost except for
assets of French companies that were revalued in 1978
as authorized by law. They are depreciated on a straight-
line basis over their estimated useful lives. Buildings are
generally depreciated over a period of 30 years, fur-
niture, fixtures and equipment over 10 years, and com-
puter hardware over 3 years.

D) CREDITS UNDER FINANCE AND OPERATING
LEASES

Credits under finance and operating leases are classified
with customer loans and credits. The related revenue is
included under net banking revenue, net of deprec-
iation, computed on an actuarial basis.

E) INVESTMENTS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES

Securities and shares used to cover accounting unit
exposure, are presented at their year-end liquidation
value.

Among other investments, fixed income securities are
accounted for using the rules applied to investment
securities in the banking sector.

Investments that do not comply with these categories
are accounted for in the balance sheet at cost, minus
provisions for impairment (as described in note 1. D).
When the combined market value of all these invest-
ments falls short of book value, a provision for risk is
written.

F) SECURITIES, TREASURY BILLS AND SIMILAR
INSTRUMENTS

The valuation method for securities, treasury bills and
similar instruments depends on management’s intention
at the time of their purchase.

They are classified as:

- trading securities when the intention is to resell or
repurchase them or to place them with customers after
a short holding period not exceeding 6 months and if
they are negotiable on a liquid market providing an
objective basis of valuation. This category includes
bonds and notes acquired to hedge interest rate expo-
sure related to swaps and other forward financial instru-
ments;

- securities held for sale when they have been acquired
in order to generate a revenue or gain, with the intention
to hold them for a period of more than six months. They
include bonds not placed on issue, trading securities
held for over six months, and mutual fund shares;

- investment securities (only fixed income securities)
when the intention is to hold them on a long-term basis,
typically until maturity, and if they are matched by
financing of equivalent maturity, or the interest rate
exposure is hedged.

Trading securities are recorded at cost, including any
acquisition costs and accrued interest. At the end of the
reporting period, the securities not sold or sold short are
valued at market price. The income or charge that
results from the revaluation is shown in the item “Net
income from trading securities”, included in “Net
income from securities transactions and other banking
operations”. This item also includes dividends received
and net proceeds resulting from sales.

Upon their purchase, securities held for sale are
accounted for at their acquisition price, excluding costs
and any accrued interest. The difference between the
redemption value and the purchase price is accrued to
income over the remaining life of the security, by
applying an actuarial method for zero coupon bonds
and transferable debt securities, and on a straight-line
basis for all other securities.

At year end, for each homogeneous group of securities
of the same nature, unrealized losses resulting from the
difference between book value and market value are
provided for in the accounts. Unrealized gains are not
recorded. For unlisted bonds and shares, estimated trad-
ing value is used as market price.

Investment securities are initially accounted for at
their acquisition price, excluding costs and any accrued
interest. At year end, they are carried at cost adjusted for
amortization or accretion of the difference between the
redemption value and the acquisition price over the
remaining life of the securities. No provision is made at
year end for any shortfall of the market value of these
bonds over their book value. Provisions may be made to
cover the risk of default by the issuer of the securities.
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G) SECURITIES RECEIVED (DELIVERED) UNDER
RESALE (REPURCHASE) AGREEMENT 

Securities received under resale agreements are recorded
as an asset representative of the claim due on the seller.
Similarly, securities delivered under repurchase agree-
ments are recorded as a liability representative of the
debt due to the purchaser.

The income or expense relating to securities received or
delivered is accrued prorata temporis in the income stat-
ement.

Securities delivered under repurchase agreements are
accounted for applying the accounting principles re l-
evant to their portfolio classification. 

H) LONG-TERM SHAREHOLDINGS

These include all equity securities held for the long-term
as well as loans related to these investments.

These securities are accounted for at purchase price
except for those held by French companies that were
revalued in 1978 as authorized by law. When significant
and exceptional costs are incurred, these are included in
the purchase price. At year end, in order to determine
potential decrease in value, equity securities are valued
taking into account either the companies’ net equity cor-
rected for unrealized gains and losses and potential
future earnings or the market value. They are shown in
the balance sheet at the lower of cost or this valuation.

I) TECHNICAL PROVISIONS OF INSURANCE
COMPANIES

Technical provisions in life insurance are mathematic
provisions ( difference between the present value of the
commitments given respectively by the insurer and the
policyholder). In non-life insurance, provisions on pre m-
iums (portions of premiums related to future years) and
for claims, including administrative expenses, are writ-
ten.

J) LOAN LOSS PROVISIONS

Specific provisions are made for loan losses considered
likely as a result of total or partial non-payment of
doubtful debts, or because contingent commitments are
called. They are calculated on the basis of identified
risks at the closing date. Provisions are also set up to
cover risks in countries which are rescheduling  their
foreign debt or which have defaulted. These risks
include credit exposure, securities and  commitments
given. Provisions established for doubtful debt are

deducted from assets. Provisions on contingent liabil-
ities and for country risks are included in liabilities, as
well as other provisions that correspond mainly to risks
resulting from the adverse economic conditions of cer-
tain sectors, which are not necessarily allocated to indi-
vidual credits.

K) ) PROVISIONS ASSIMILATED TO RESERVES

General provisions which do not cover any potential
business risk and which may be set up for regulatory or
tax purposes are included, net of the tax effect, in share-
holders’ equity. The changes during the year are then
considered as appropriations of earnings, and not char-
ged or credited to the year’s income.

L) TREASURY STOCK

The shares of Compagnie Financière de Paribas held on
a long-term basis by the Compagnie Financière itself or
by controlled subsidiaries are considered as treasury
stock and are deducted at cost from shareholders’ equity.
Dividends received are eliminated in full from income
and deducted from the distribution made by the parent
c o m p a n y. The corresponding number of shares is
deducted from the number of shares issued by
Compagnie Financière de Paribas in order to determine
the outstanding number of shares. Gains or losses on
shares are credited or charged to shareholders’ equity,
net of tax.

M) EARNINGS PER SHARE

Earnings per share are calculated on the basis of the av-
erage number of shares outstanding during the period.
In determining the average number of shares, new
shares are considered as created on the date of the avail-
ability of funds for shares issued for cash, and on the
value date of the transaction for mergers and contribu-
tions in kind. Shares created through stock dividends
are considered as issued on January 1. In the case of
bonus shares, prior years earnings per share are restated,
taking into account the ratio of attribution and present-
ed along with previously published figures. Treasury
shares are canceled at the date of purchase.
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N) REVENUE FROM OPERATIONS

a) Treasury operations and interbank and
customer transactions

Interest is taken to income on an accrual basis. Interest
on doubtful loans is included in Interest receivable. The
related increase in provisions is recorded under net
provisions for loan losses and other risks. Commissions
are usually recorded on a cash basis, except for certain
commissions on medium and long-term export lending
and commercial paper discounting which are treated as
interest. Underwriting commissions on domestic and
international bond issues are recorded in income at the
close of the issue.

b) Revenues from bonds and other fixed income
securities

Bond income corresponds to the amount of intere s t
a c c rued during the holding period.

c) Revenues from long-term shareholdings and
other variable income securities

Income from shares includes dividends and interim
dividends received or declared before year end, as well
as withholding taxes, so that the recorded income
reflects the total dividend declared. For French compa-
nies, it also includes the amount of tax credit attached.

d) Revenues from insurance company
operations

They re p resent premiums less allowances, general
expenses on claim settlement, technical provisions and
policyholder profit-sharing.

e) Other net income

This item includes net income from rental properties
(rentless depreciation).

O) FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONTRACTS

Spot foreign exchange contracts are valued at the year-
end spot rate. Forward foreign exchange transactions
are valued:

- at the year-end spot rate for hedged transactions, with
premiums and discounts, recognized at the inception of
the contract, amortized over their life,
- at the year-end forward rate for other transactions.

Realized and unrealized gains and losses are recorded as
income.

P) NET INCOME FROM FORWARD FINANCIAL
INSTRUMENTS

The banks of the Group, and principally Banque
Paribas, are active in all forward financial markets ; these
activities can be classified as follows:

- trading activities, the objective of which is to arbitrage
between sellers and buyers, either customers or market
counterparties. This involves high transaction turnover
and limited residual positions;

- management of interest rate and currency exposure,
arising from the Groups’ assets, liabilities and off-
balance sheet commitments.

Income from forward financial instruments is accounted
for according to the type of activity and the type of mar-
ket, organized, quasi-organized markets and over-the-
counter. Instruments traded on organized markets are
continuously quoted and liquid enough to justify
valuation at market price. Over-the-counter markets are
t reated as quasi-organized markets when market-makers
ensure continuous quotations with spreads that reflect
market practice or when the underlying financial in-
strument is itself quoted on an organized market.

Financial instruments used in trading activities, either
firm (e.g. future rate agreements) or conditional (e.g.
caps and floors), are valued at market price, in French
Francs or foreign currency. Changes in value are reflect-
ed in income. For instruments traded on over-the-
counter markets, the market value takes into account
adjustments for counterparty and liquidity risks and for
future administrative charges related to the contracts.

Interest rate and currency exposure management is
usually realized through over-the-counter instruments,
for which gains and losses are taken to income on an
accrual basis. For instruments traded on organized mar-
kets, the result for the period corresponds to the net
change in market value. For hedging instruments, the
result is recognized using the same principles as that
applied to the recognition of income or expense on the
hedged asset or liability.

Net income or expense from these transactions is shown
in Net income from security transactions and other bank-
ing operations, as Net income (charge) from forward
financial instruments, except for specific hedging
operations carried out for the purpose of interest rate
and currency exposure management, that are assimilat-
ed to interest income (charges) and shown on the same
line as the hedged asset or liability.
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Q) INCOME TAX 

Income tax expense includes:

- income taxes currently payable, including tax credits
and similar rights applied in settlement of taxes; such
credits or rights are accounted for under the same line
as the income to which they relate;

- deferred income taxes resulting from temporary differ-
ences between pre-tax accounting income and taxable
income, or from consolidation adjustments. They are
computed using the liability method over all temporary
differences and in particular, financial reserves. The
option allowing a partial calculation on the financial
reserve of the lease financing operations authorized by
the French Banking Commission since 1989, has not
been utilized. Deferred tax benefits are recognized only
if, based on the weight of available evidence, it is more
likely than not that the deferred tax asset will be realiz-
ed.

At December 31, 1997, deferred taxes of French subsi-
diaries have been computed by applying the contribu-
tion of 10% in the tax rate established by the tax law for
1995 and the temporary supplement of 15% in the tax
rate established by the tax law of November 10, 1997 on
the whole stock of deferred taxes since it is considered
that the differences will reverse into two years. In 1996,
the supplement of 10% in the tax rate, established by
the tax law for 1995, had been taken into accounts.

Income tax related to capital gains on discontinued
activities corresponds to the applicable cost for this kind
of operation, less savings derived from the utilization of
tax losses carried forward for the share represented by
these capital gains compared to the total gains and pro-
visions on long-term shareholdings earned by the re l-
evant fiscal entity.

As of January 1, 1994, Compagnie Financière de Paribas
has formed a group for tax purposes with a number of
its French subsidiaries, directly or indirectly controlled
at a rate of 95% or more.

R) RETIREMENT BENEFIT COMMITMENTS

a) Mandatory retirement plans

In France and in most countries where the Group com-
panies operate, commitments for mandatory retirement
plans are funded by contributions paid to retirement
scheme organizations which are responsible for the pay-
ment of the pensions. These contributions are charged
to income as incurred. Following the agreement of
September 13, 1993 signed by all French banks with the
ARRCO and AGIRC organizations (the general retire-
ment scheme), subsidiaries of the Compagnie Bancaire
group remain committed for residual amounts with 
respect to current retirees and, for their period of activ-
ity within the group prior to December 31, 1993, with
respect to current employees. The totality of these com-
mitments are provided for, according to the actuarial
method described below.

In several Group companies, complementary defined
benefit pension plans exist, as well as retirement indem-
nities, prudential schemes and other advantages, based
on the employees’ years of service. All commitments
that are not covered by insurance contracts are provided
for, taking into account mortality factors, the probability
of remaining in the Group until retirement date, an
actualization rate of 6% and inflation of 3%. Unrecog-
nized gains or losses due to changes in assumptions are
amortized over a period of 15 years.

b) Other commitments

Charges incurred for early retirement or restructuring
are provided for during the year when those measures
are decided.
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3 IMPACT OF THE EXCLUSION OF DISCONTINUED ACTIVITIES AND INTEGRATION OF

INSURANCE COMPANIES

In 1995 and 1996, the “Discontinued activities” columns correspond to assets, liabilities and revenue accounts of Crédit du
N o rd and its subsidiaries, Banque Paribas Belgique and its subsidiaries, Banque Paribas Nederland, Banque Paribas Pacifique,
Banque Paribas Polynésie, Banque Continentale du Luxembourg and Osmanli Bankasi. Banque Continentale du Luxembourg
and Osmanli Bakasi were sold in 1996.
In 1997, revenues from discontinued activities correspond to six months of operations for Banque Paribas Belgique and
its subsidiaries and Banque Paribas Nederland, and to twelve months of operations for Banque Paribas Pacifique and
Banque Paribas Polynésie.
Capital gains on sales are realized on full sales of Crédit du Nord, Paribas Nederland and on a 57.5% sale of Paribas
Belgique (compared to 77.4% owned).

COMPARISON BETWEEN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AND RESTATED FIGURES FOR 1995 AND 1996:

31.12.1996 31.12.1995
As Integr a t i o n D i s c o n - A s As I n t e g r a t i o n D i s c o n - A s

previously of insurance t i n u e d r e s t a t e d previously of insurance t i n u e d r e s t a t e d
in FRF millions r e p o r t e d c o m p a n i e s a c t i v i t i e s r e p o r t e d c o m p a n i e s a c t i v i t i e s

A S S E T S

Treasury operations and interbank transactions 1 6 9 , 6 5 0 4 9 1 ( 2 9 , 7 6 8 ) 1 4 0 , 3 7 3 2 2 4 , 4 3 6 ( 3 1 2 ) ( 4 3 , 0 1 0 ) 1 8 1 , 1 1 4

Customer loans and credits 4 0 8 , 7 6 1 ( 1 ) ( 9 8 , 3 3 9 ) 3 1 0 , 4 2 1 3 7 6 , 1 4 0 0 ( 9 3 , 1 6 9 ) 2 8 2 , 9 7 1

Credits under finance and operating leases 3 5 , 2 5 7 0 ( 2 , 3 9 7 ) 3 2 , 8 6 0 3 4 , 4 5 0 0 ( 2 , 1 9 1 ) 3 2 , 2 5 9

Investments of insurance companies 0 7 7 , 3 2 1 0 7 7 , 3 2 1 0 5 8 , 8 1 9 0 5 8 , 8 1 9

Securities received under resale 
agreement and trading securities 5 8 2 , 8 3 2 ( 9 9 ) ( 8 , 2 5 2 ) 5 7 4 , 4 8 1 3 7 0 , 9 3 8 0 1 , 8 4 6 3 7 2 , 7 8 4

Securities held for sale 1 2 3 , 2 4 3 ( 1 8 3 ) ( 5 8 , 0 3 8 ) 6 5 , 0 2 2 1 1 9 , 1 6 8 ( 1 2 9 ) ( 5 7 , 2 1 3 ) 6 1 , 8 2 6

Investment securities 4 3 , 8 3 1 0 ( 1 7 , 8 7 6 ) 2 5 , 9 5 5 5 5 , 7 7 8 0 ( 1 8 , 2 0 7 ) 3 7 , 5 7 1

Other accounts relating to securities 1 6 , 7 4 1 0 ( 2 , 1 5 8 ) 1 4 , 5 8 3 2 2 , 4 0 4 0 ( 2 , 6 1 7 ) 1 9 , 7 8 7

Long-term shareholdings 
and related receivables 1 8 , 6 3 3 0 ( 3 6 5 ) 1 8 , 2 6 8 1 5 , 8 7 6 0 ( 4 6 6 ) 1 5 , 4 1 0

Share in net equity of companies 
accounted for under the equity method 2 9 , 3 5 3 ( 1 , 8 1 2 ) ( 1 2 7 ) 2 7 , 4 1 4 3 0 , 7 7 5 ( 1 , 3 7 8 ) ( 4 4 2 ) 2 8 , 9 5 5

Share in net equity of discontinued activities 0 0 6 , 1 2 8 6 , 1 2 8 0 0 6 , 4 9 1 6 , 4 9 1

Fixed assets 2 1 , 7 1 5 6 8 ( 1 , 7 2 7 ) 2 0 , 0 5 6 1 8 , 4 1 1 1 1 ( 1 , 7 9 1 ) 1 6 , 6 3 1

G o o d w i l l 2 , 6 5 6 0 ( 3 0 4 ) 2 , 3 5 2 3 , 3 5 5 0 ( 1 8 1 ) 3 , 1 7 4

Other assets 6 9 , 8 2 8 1 , 1 3 4 ( 1 2 , 5 7 4 ) 5 8 , 3 8 8 6 2 , 1 1 5 7 8 4 ( 1 1 , 8 9 5 ) 5 1 , 0 0 4

Total assets 1 , 5 2 2 , 5 0 0 7 6 , 919 (225,797) 1,373,622 1,333,846 57,795 (222,845) 1,168,796

L I A B I L I T I E S

Treasury operations and interbank transactions 3 8 6 , 9 5 8 3 7 2 ( 5 8 , 1 6 6 ) 3 2 9 , 1 6 4 3 9 0 , 5 8 3 2 5 ( 6 7 , 8 3 5 ) 3 2 2 , 7 7 3

Customer deposits 2 1 8 , 3 7 4 ( 2 , 4 0 6 ) ( 1 0 9 , 3 2 3 ) 1 0 6 , 6 4 5 2 1 3 , 5 7 2 ( 2 , 6 1 5 ) ( 1 0 5 , 2 5 0 ) 1 0 5 , 7 0 7

Technical provisions 
of insurance companies 0 7 2 , 0 9 0 0 7 2 , 0 9 0 0 6 0 , 7 9 0 0 6 0 , 7 9 0

Securities delivered under purchase 
agreement and trading securities 5 3 4 , 0 9 0 9 , 9 4 7 ( 9 , 0 2 7 ) 5 3 5 , 0 1 0 3 3 5 , 0 8 5 2 , 2 2 5 3 , 8 7 2 3 4 1 , 1 8 2

Bonds and other 
negociable debt securities 1 9 8 , 3 9 5 ( 4 , 1 6 7 ) ( 1 9 , 1 7 9 ) 1 7 5 , 0 4 9 2 1 1 , 7 8 7 ( 3 , 5 1 8 ) ( 2 4 , 6 9 4 ) 1 8 3 , 5 7 5

Other accounts 
relating to securities 1 0 9 , 5 5 0 1 , 0 4 3 ( 2 4 , 5 3 2 ) 8 6 , 0 6 1 1 0 9 , 7 2 1 8 7 6 ( 2 3 , 7 5 5 ) 8 6 , 8 4 2

Subordinated debt 1 3 , 9 8 6 2 0 ( 3 , 8 0 8 ) 1 0 , 1 9 8 1 3 , 8 6 6 0 ( 3 , 3 7 1 ) 1 0 , 4 9 5

Net worth 5 5 , 5 4 5 2 0 ( 1 , 5 6 2 ) 5 4 , 0 0 3 6 1 , 7 8 1 1 2 ( 1 , 5 4 7 ) 6 0 , 2 4 6
• Shareholders’ equity 3 5 , 9 7 9 0 0 3 5 , 9 7 9 4 4 , 1 6 4 0 0 4 4 , 1 6 4
• Minority interests 1 9 , 5 6 6 2 0 ( 1 , 5 6 2 ) 1 8 , 0 2 4 1 7 , 6 1 7 1 2 ( 1 , 5 4 7 ) 1 6 , 0 8 2

Total net income for the year 5 , 6 0 2 0 ( 2 0 0 ) 5 , 4 0 2 ( 2 , 5 4 9 ) 0 ( 2 6 5 ) ( 2 , 8 1 4 )
• Shareholders’ equity 4 , 3 5 0 0 0 4 , 3 5 0 ( 3 , 9 9 8 ) 0 0 ( 3 , 9 9 8 )
• Minority interests 1 , 2 5 2 0 ( 2 0 0 ) 1 , 0 5 2 1 , 4 4 9 0 ( 2 6 5 ) 1 , 1 8 4

Total liabilities 1 , 5 2 2 , 5 0 0 7 6 , 9 1 9 ( 2 2 5 , 7 9 7 ) 1 , 3 7 3 , 6 2 2 1 , 3 3 3 , 8 4 6 5 7 , 7 9 5 ( 2 2 2 , 8 4 5 ) 1 , 1 6 8 , 7 9 6

* After reallocation of rental properties of Compagnie Bancaire under fixed assets.

*

**

*
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31.12.1996 31.12.1995
As Integr a t i o n D i s c o n - A s As I n t e g r a t i o n D i s c o n - A s

previously of insurance t i n u e d r e s t a t e d previously of insurance t i n u e d r e s t a t e d
in FRF millions r e p o r t e d c o m p a n i e s a c t i v i t i e s r e p o r t e d c o m p a n i e s a c t i v i t i e s

C O N S O L I D ATED INCOME STAT E M E N T

Interest receivable and similar income 8 4 , 3 3 2 ( 1 8 ) ( 1 4 , 5 8 8 ) 6 9 , 7 2 6 8 5 , 5 0 3 ( 1 7 ) ( 1 6 , 4 9 5 ) 6 8 , 9 9 1

Interest payable and similar charges ( 7 2 , 0 1 4 ) 3 0 4 9 , 4 1 5 ( 6 2 , 2 9 5 ) ( 7 3 , 3 8 9 ) 3 5 7 1 1 , 4 1 7 ( 6 1 , 6 1 5 )

Net commissions 5 , 9 2 8 ( 3 5 ) ( 2 , 2 8 6 ) 3 , 6 0 7 4 , 9 3 1 ( 2 0 ) ( 2 , 0 1 1 ) 2 , 9 0 0

Net income from securities transactions 
and other banking operations 1 0 , 1 3 1 ( 1 , 0 7 2 ) ( 4 3 4 ) 8 , 6 2 5 8 , 7 5 1 ( 8 0 9 ) ( 6 0 1 ) 7 , 3 4 1

Net income from insurance operations 0 2 , 0 3 6 0 2 , 0 3 6 0 1 , 5 5 7 0 1 , 5 5 7

Other net income 1 , 2 3 6 4 9 ( 1 5 2 ) 1 , 1 3 3 1 , 0 4 1 3 3 ( 1 4 7 ) 9 2 7

Net gains on sale of long-term 
shareholdings and properties 6 , 6 6 1 0 ( 1 , 0 2 8 ) 5 , 6 3 3 1 , 7 1 7 0 ( 4 ) 1 , 7 1 3

Net change in provisions on long-term 
shareholdings and properties ( 1 , 5 2 5 ) 0 0 ( 1 , 5 2 5 ) ( 7 2 6 ) 0 1 7 ( 7 0 9 )

Share in net income of companies 
accounted for by the equity method 1 , 6 9 3 ( 2 6 4 ) ( 5 9 ) 1 , 3 7 0 ( 1 , 9 3 2 ) ( 2 2 9 ) ( 9 6 ) ( 2 , 2 5 7 )

Total revenue from operations 36,442 1,000 (9,132) 28,310 25,896 872 (7,920) 18,848

General and administrative expenses (21,504) (857) 5,708 (16,653) (19,217) (735) 5,465 (14,487)

Depreciation of fixed assets 
and goodwill (1,719) (8) 334 (1,393) (2,096) (4) 359 (1,741)

Net income before provisions and tax 13,219 135 (3,090) 10,264 4,583 133 (2,096) 2,620

Net provisions for loan losses 
and other risks (5,581) (7) 825 (4,763) (4,981) (24) 807 (4,198)

Net income before tax 7,638 128 (2,265) 5,501 (398) 109 (1,289) (1,578)

Income tax (2,036) (128) 360 (1,804) (2,151) (109) 362 (1,898)

Net income 5,602 0 (1,905) 3,697 (2,549) 0 (927) (3,476)

Minority interests (1,252) 0 646 (606) (1,449) 0 265 (1,184)

Net income excluding minority interests 
and discontinued activities 4,350 0 (1,259) 3,091 (3,998) 0 (662) (4,660)

Net income excluding tax and minority 
interests on discontinued activities 0 0 707 707 0 0 662 662

Capital gains excluding tax 
on discontinued activities 0 0 998 998 0 0 0 0

Minority interests on capital gains 
on discontinued activities 0 0 (446) (446) 0 0 0 0

Net income from discontinued activities 
excluding minority interests 0 0 1,259 1,259 0 0 662 662

Net income excluding minority interests 4,350 0 0 4,350 (3,998) 0 0 (3,998)

* After reallocation of net income of Compagnie Bancaire rental properties under other net income.

*

*

**

*

*
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Analysis of discontinued activities on the consolidated income statement for 1997:

Total including Discontinued Total excluding
discontinued activities discontinued

activities activities

Interest receivable and similar income 71,493 (3,516) 67,977

Interest payable and similar charges (63,043) 2,386 (60,657)

Net commissions 5,187 (169) 5,018

Net income from securities transactions and other banking operations 9,919 14 9,933

Net income from insurance operations 2,486 0 2,486

Other net income 1,455 (22) 1,433

Net gains on sale of long-term shareholdings and properties 5,711 (1,224) 4,487

Net change in provisions on long-term shareholdings and properties (1,246) 5 (1,241)

Share in net income of companies accounted for by the equity method 3,010 (235) 2,775

Total revenue from operations 34,972 (2,761) 32,211

General and administrative expenses (20,186) 598 (19,588)

Depreciation of fixed assets (1,094) 35 (1,059)

Goodwill depreciation (314) 1 (313)

Net income before provisions and tax 13,378 (2,127) 11,251

Net provisions for loan losses and other risks (3,952) 39 (3,913)

Net income before tax 9,426 (2,088) 7,338

Income tax (594) 558 (36)

Net income 8,832 (1,530) 7,302

Minority interests (2,259) 165 (2,094)

Net income excluding minority interests and discontinued activities 6,573 (1,365) 5,208

Net income excluding tax and minority interests on discontinued activities 0 569 569

Capital gains excluding tax on discontinued activities 0 847 847

Minority interests on capital gains on discontinued activities 0 (51) (51)

Net income from discontinued activities excluding minority interests 0 1,365 1,365

Net income excluding minority interests 6,573 0 6,573

The impact of discontinued activities on 1997 balance sheet items is not significant.

4 INTEREST RECEIVABLE AND SIMILAR INCOME

in FRF millions Note 1997 1996 1995

Transactions with credit institutions 20,731 19,887 19,879

Customer transactions 26,471 26,379 28,029

Bonds and other fixed income securities 6,241 8,317 6,564

Variable income securities: 999 1 002 812
• Securities held for sale 232 157 245
• Long-term shareholdings and related receivables 767 845 567

Lease financing transactions 13,532 14,051 13,546

Other interest receivable and similar income 3 90 161

Total 43 b 67,977 69,726 68,991
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5 INTEREST PAYABLE AND SIMILAR CHARGES

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Transactions with credit institutions (29,818) (31,055) (28,221)

Customer transactions (6,280) (5,232) (6,687)

Bonds and other fixed income securities (13,171) (14,414) (15,967)

Subordinated loans (605) (633) (684)

Lease financing transactions (10,772) (10,952) (10,056)

Other interest and similar charges (11) (9) –

Total (60,657) (62,295) (61,615)

6 COMMISSIONS

in FRF millions Note 1997 1996 1995

Commissions (income)

Transactions with credit institutions 0 19 13

Customer transactions 2,116 1,933 1,757

Securities transactions 1,206 724 788

Currency transactions 28 30 26

Commitments on securities 866 390 337

Forward financial instruments transactions 101 107 148

Financial services income 3,204 2,245 1,615

Sub-total 7,521 5,448 4,684

Commissions (charges)

Transactions with credit institutions (183) (230) (63)

Customer transactions (44) (79) (50)

Securities transactions (846) (605) (583)

Currency transactions (110) (98) (52)

Commitments on securities (271) (249) (448)

Forward financial instruments transactions (685) (514) (315)

Financial services expenses (364) (66) (273)

Sub-total (2,503) (1,841) (1,784)

Total 43 b 5,018 3,607 2,900
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7 NE T I N C O M E F R O M S E C U R I T I E S T R A N S A C T I O N S A N D O T H E R B A N K I N G O P E R AT I O N S

in FRF millions Notes 1997 1996 1995

Net income from securities transactions and other financial operations

Net income from trading securities 3,235 4,657 8,597

Net income (charge) from securities held for sale: 531 398 161
• Net provisions released on securities held for sale (3) (54) 162
• Net gains on sales of securities held for sale 534 452 (1)

Net income from currency operations 1,181 (145) 697

Net income (charge) from forward financial instruments 8 4,825 3,512 (2,482)

Sub-total 9,772 8,422 6,973

Other charges from banking operations (1,631) (1,855) (1,397)

Other income from banking operations 1,792 2,058 1,765

Total 43 b 9,933 8,625 7,341

8 NET INCOME FROM FORWARD FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

in FRF millions Note 1997 1996 1995

Net income from hedging financial instruments included in interest
receivable/payable and similar income/charges (951) (1,202) (199)

Net income from other forward financial instruments included 
in income from securities transactions and other operations 7 4,825 3,512 (2,482)

Total 3,874 2,310 (2,681)

Breakdown of net income from forward financial instruments by type of instrument and by activity (trading and currency
exposure, and management of interest rate) is shown below. However, the portion of income which relates to operations
on the underlying markets is included either in Net income from trading securities or currency operations, or Interest
receivable or payable.
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Trading Management of 1997 1996 1995
Activity interest rate and

in FRF millions currency exposure

Firm transactions

Organized markets:
• Future contracts (interest rate, 
currency and other financial futures) 215 195 410 (231) 2,443

Over-the-counter:
• Future rate agreements 68 28 96 41 (145)
• Swaps (320) 1,006 686 1,441 (3,297)
• Others 351 1,390 1,741 840 259

Conditional transactions

Organized markets:
• Interest rate options 311 10 321 (472) (455)
• Currency options (2) (2) (22) (299)
• Others (140) 27 (113) 49 (231)

Over-the-counter:
• Caps, floors and collars 819 (91) 728 340 118
• Swaptions, options (interest rate, 
currency and other) 259 (252) 7 324 (1,074)

Total 1,561 2,313 3,874 2,310 (2,681)

9 NET INCOME FROM INSURANCE OPERATIONS

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Technical balance 1,472 1,035 1,010

Financial balance 920 793 562

Other net technical expenses (127) (113) (96)

Acquisition expenses and administration of policies (1,821) (1,364) (1,140)

Sub-total 444 351 336

Restatement of general expenses and internal elements 2,042 1,685 1,221

Revenue from insurance operations 2,486 2,036 1,557

Revenue from insurance operations as presented above is given before general expenses, presented in other items of the
income statement, and particularly commissions to intermediaries.

10 NET GAINS ON SALES OF LONG-TERM SHAREHOLDINGS AND PROPERTIES

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Gains on disposal of long-term shareholdings 3,310 990 974

Gains on disposal consolidated subsidiaries 1,121 4,586 737

Gains on disposal of properties 56 57 2

Total 4,487 5,633 1,713

In 1997, gains on disposal of long-term shareholdings result principally from the sales of Elf, Havas, Accor, Allianz, To t a l ,
on the partial merger of Gevaert within Cobepa and on the gradual sale of Poliet, for a total amount of FRF 3,441 million.

In 1996, the most significant sales concerned UGC-Droits Audiovisuels, Compagnie Française de Sucrerie, Power Corp.,
a mortgage loan portfolio in the United Kingdom, and the partial disposals of Cetelem, Audiofina, Axime and Poliet, for
a total amount of FRF 4,427 million.
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11 SHARE IN NET INCOME OF COMPANIES ACCOUNTED FOR UNDER THE EQUITY

METHOD

The main contributions of companies accounted for under the equity method correspond to the share in net income,
applying the equity method percentage to the income of the entity after consolidation restatements.

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Banks and financial institutions

Finaxa 279 264 227

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte – – (1,320)

Cofinoga 181 163 139

Gevaert 265 238 167

Pargesa 394 268 124

Other 304 197 122

Sub-total 1,423 1,130 (541)

Industrial and commercial companies

Audiofina – 159 –

Cogédim 24 2 (1,891)

Coparex 51 46 34

Eiffage 211 (232) 37

Poliet 504 431 425

SCOA – – (301)

Sinvim et Cie 11 (658) (565)

Other 551 492 545

Sub-total 1,352 240 (1,716)

Total 2,775 1,370 (2,257)

In 1997, the contribution of industrial and commercial companies rose sharply, reflecting the return to profitability of
Sinvim and the significant contributions of Eiffage and Poliet.

In 1996,the contribution became positive thanks to the return to profitability of Cogedim, whose activities have been
limited to housing unit development, and the sale of SCOA.

In 1997, the  positive contribution of banks and financial institutions remained high, reflecting the contributions of
Pargesa, Finaxa, Gevaert and Cofinoga.

In 1995, the contribution was negative, due to the share in the losses of Compagnie de Navigation Mixte, increased by
complementary provisions on Allianz Via Holding and Paribas shares. Since the tender offer for  Compagnie de Navigation
Mixte in early 1996, the company and its financial subsidiaries are fully consolidated.
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12 GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Salaries and employee benefits
• Charges and salaries (8,024) (6,503) (5,552)
• Social security charges (2,272) (2,105) (1,912)
• Pension costs (576) (546) (505)
• Incentives and legal employee profit sharing (108) (129) (13)

Sub-total (10,980) (9,283) (7,982)

Taxes other than income tax (338) (331) (294)

Commissions to business (1,157) (857) (735)

Other operating expenses (7,113) (6,182) (5,476)

Total (19,588) (16,653) (14,487)

In 1996, other operating expenses included a FRF 225 million provision to cover data processing costs related to the tran-
sition to the euro (personnel, consultants), in excess of regular budgets. The provision stemmed from Banque Paribas for
FRF 175 million, and Compagnie Bancaire for FRF 50 million. In 1997, an additional provision of FRF 152 million was
written. This provision stems for Banque Paribas for FRF 111 million, and Compagnie Bancaire for FRF 41 million.

13 GOODWILL AMORTIZATION

in FRF millions Note 1997 1996 1995

Positive goodwill 30 (365) (579) (1,044)

Negative goodwill 52 78 16

Total (313) (501) (1,028)

In 1996, the increase in negative goodwill amortization was mainly due to the depreciation of goodwill on UFB Locabail
for FRF 56 million.

Positive goodwill amortization included the depreciation of residual goodwill on Pargesa and Cetelem for FRF 164 million.

The increase in positive goodwill amortization in 1995 was due to the exceptional depreciation of residual goodwill on
Compagnie de Navigation Mixte for FRF 699 million.
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14 NET PROVISION FOR LOAN LOSSES AND OTHER RISKS

in FRF millions Note 1997 1996 1995

Increase in provisions:
• Customers and credit institutions (4,079) (4,425) (5,458)
• Off-balance sheet items (214) (248) (107)
• Country risks and other provisions (3,108) (3,111) (1,120)

Total increases (7,401) (7,784) (6,685)

Release in provisions:
• Customers and credit institutions 2,022 1,722 1,938
• Off-balance sheet items 48 100 34
• Country risks and other provisions 1,573 1,418 540

Total releases 3,643 3,240 2,512

Net increase in provisions 20 (3,758) (4,544) (4,172)

Receivables written-off and not covered by provisions (363) (375) (281)

Recoveries of receivables previously written-off 209 156 255

Total (3,913) (4,763) (4,198)

In 1997, other provisions include FRF 1,900 million to cover risks in Asia.

In 1996, the increase in other provisions includes FRF 2,250 million in provisions by Compagnie Bancaire for risks on
loan to real estate developers and on real estate financing in Italy and France, along with operating expenses related to
the management of these risks.

15 INCOME TAX

Income tax can be reconciled as follows to pre-tax income from fully consolidated companies:

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Net income before tax, amortization of goodwill and share 
in net income of companies accounted for by the equity method 4,876 4,632 1,707

Income tax rate applicable to French companies 33.33% 33.33% 33.33%

Theoretical income tax expense 1,625 1,544 569

Deductible dividends from non-consolidated companies (50) (102) (94)

Difference between French tax rate and foreign tax rate on foreign subsidiaries 98 35 14

Difference on items taxed at lower rates (80) 111 (117)

Net impact of unutilized current tax losses and of use 
of prior period tax losses (1,837) 268 1,094

Impact on current and deferred taxes of the supplement 
in the tax rate for French companies 
(25% in 1997 and 10% in 1996 and 1995) 259 18 225

Others 21 (70) 207

Actual income tax expense for the Group 36 1,804 1,898

Effective tax rate 0.7% 38.9% 111.2%

For 1996 and 1995, the income tax charge corresponding to unutilized tax losses of the year results from non-re c o g n i t i o n
of deferred tax credits on the majority of losses during the period by certain Group companies. This was partly offset by
tax savings at other Group entities resulting from tax losses carried forward.
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In 1997, tax savings related to the use of tax losses carried forward includes an amount of FRF 2,284 million 
(FRF 987 million for Compagnie Bancaire and FRF 1,297 million for Banque Paribas, i.e FRF 1,793 million for Paribas,
exluding minority interests) based on the deferrable losses and temporary differences of the new tax entity. As a result of
the constitution of the new tax entity, the probability of using these losses and temporary differences in the next years has
become high. Extension of the tax group results from integration of Cardif and UFB Locabail, following the tender offer
by Compagnie Bancaire in July 1997, as well as from integration of Compagnie Bancaire and Cetelem, following the
exchange offers by Compagnie Financière de Paribas ended on December 24, 1997. Deferred tax asset has been recog-
nized in the limit of deferred tax liabilities existing on the financial reserve of the lease financing operations and of profit
forecast for the tax group in the next two years.

16 TREASURY OPERATIONS AND INTERBANK TRANSACTIONS

in FRF millions Note 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Demand and overnight deposits 39,607 33,744 31,491

Time deposits 80,842 92,204 142,211

Bills and other items purchased under overnight resale agreements 493 1,755 547

Bills and other items purchased under forward resale agreements 3,184 11,066 4,295

Interest receivable 774 1,078 1,470

Doubtful debts 313 575 1,269

Provisions for doubtful debts 20 (34) (49) (169)

Total 125,179 140,373 181,114

Schedule of maturities for loans made to credit institutions (time deposits and items purchased under forward resale
agreements) as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 167,315 40,930 8,791 7,145 (140,155) 84,026

17 CUSTOMER LOANS AND CREDITS

in FRF millions Note 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Commercial bills 3,869 3,536 2,131

Other customer loans 294,743 277,757 254,755

Overdrawn accounts 11,309 14,731 10,216

Interests receivable 2,450 2,241 2,272

Doubtful debts 26,903 33,913 35,241

Provisions for doubtful debts 20 (17,206) (21,757) (21,644)

Total 322,068 310,421 282,971

In l997, the increase of customer loans and credits is due to Banque Paribas for FRF 24 billion, offset by a decrease of
customer loans and credits of Compagnie Bancaire.

In 1996, the increase of customer loans and credits was due, for FRF 9.2 billion, to the full consolidation of Compagnie
de Navigation Mixte at January 1, 1996, partly offset by the sale of a mortgage loan portfolio in the United Kingdom for
FRF 2.4 billion.
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Schedule of maturities for loans made to customers (commercial loans and term loans) as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 64,468 46,296 127,462 71,732 (11,346) 298,612

18 CREDITS UNDER FINANCE AND OPERATING LEASES

in FRF millions Note 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Finance leases and operating leases (gross) 50,930 50,607 48,332

Financial leases and operating leases (amortization and special provisions) (20,056) (19,809) (18,915)

Doubtful debt 3,292 3,749 4,683

Provisions for doubtful debt (1,469) (1,687) (1,841)

Total 32,697 32,860 32,259

Schedule of maturities for finance and operating leases as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 2,688 6,841 17,193 4,152 0 30,874

19 INVESTMENTS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES

Net value in balance sheet on December, 31 Expected
capital gains

or losses

Investments Other Total Other
allocated to investments investments

contracts in units 
in FRF millions of account

Real estate investments 2,133 1,589 3,722 –

Bonds and other fixed income securities 3,944 43,754 47,698 2,960

Mutual Fund Securities owning fixed income securities only 13,370 3,618 16,988 166

Other Mutual Fund Securities 16,912 941 17,853 114

Other investments and receivables related to investments 2,270 1,631 3,901 –

1997 total 38,629 51,533 90,162 3,240

1996 total 28,389 48,932 77,321 2,775

1995 total 23,810 35,009 58,819 1,396

Realization of capital gains or losses would result in payment of profit-sharing to policyholders, and, in the case of bonds,
in a provision (reversal) to capitalization reserve.
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20 PROVISIONS FOR LOAN LOSSES AND OTHER RISKS

in FRF millions Notes 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Balance as of January 1, 31,800 28,567 29,463

Net increase in provisions 14 3,758 4,544 4,172

Doubtful debts written off (6,604) (4,436) (3,670)

Exchange differences 516 447 (627)

Changes in the consolidation scope and others (1,589) 2,678 (771)

Balance as of December 31, 27,881 31,800 28,567

Analysis of balances as of December 31:
• Credit Institutions 16 34 49 169
• Customers 17 17,206 21,757 21,644
• Leases 1,796 1,896 1,993
• Other provisions 175 125 78

Total provisions deducted from assets 19,211 23,827 23,884

• Provisions on off-balance sheet commitments 364 582 402

• Country risks 39 772 1,424 2,369

• Other provisions 7,534 5,967 1,912

Total provisions within liabilities 8,670 7,973 4,683

Total 27,881 31,800 28,567

Country risks essentially concern Banque Paribas and its subsidiaries. Outstanding country risks amount to FRF 2 billion
in 1997 compared to FRF 2.8 billion in 1996, due to sales in the market during the period. At the end of 1997, the 
FRF 772 million provision represents a 39% rate of cover, compared to 52% in 1996. This change is due to the adjust-
ment of certain provisioning rate and to the increase in country risks with issuers requiring moderate provisioning levels.

The increase in other provisions is mainly due to the FRF 1.9 billion provision, written in 1997 to face potential country
risks in certain Asian countries (Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Korea, Philippines). Total loans outstanding in these five
Asian countries amount to FRF 16,240 million.

21 SECURITIES RECEIVED UNDER RESALE AGREEMENTS

in FRF millions Notes 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Overnight resale agreements with credit institutions 47,769 15,966 9,839

Forward resale agreements with credit institutions 276,592 260,717 150,988

Forward resale agreements with customers 8,257 11,726 8,934

Total 332,618 288,409 169,761

Schedule of maturities of securities received under forward resale agreements as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 545,406 23,686 4,900 4,160 (293,303) 284,849
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22 TRADING SECURITIES

Listed Non-listed Total Total Total
in FRF millions securities securities 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Government securities and equivalent 27,872 0 27,872 38,851 28,605

Bonds and other fixed income securities 150,820 10,962 161,782 176,444 118,178

Shares and other variable income securities 35,061 1,529 36,590 32,342 35,780

Sub-total 213,753 12,491 226,244 247,637 182,563

Conditional instruments 65,116 38,435 20,460

Total 291,360 286,072 203,023

Mutual Fund Securities included in Other variable income securities amount to FRF 1,886 million as of December 31,
1997, compared to FRF 1,465 million as of December 31, 1996 and FRF 1,501 million as of December 31, 1995.

The amount of trading securities on loan is FRF 18,378 million at December 31, 1997 compared to FRF 39,077 million at
December 31, 1996 and FRF 20,886 million at December 31, 1995.

23 SECURITIES HELD FOR SALE

Listed Non-listed Total Total Total
in FRF millions securities securities 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Government securities and equivalent 28,923 2,539 31,462 28,385 32,971

Bonds and other fixed income securities 37,018 4,726 41,744 33,723 26,083

Shares and other variable income securities 1,094 2,125 3,219 2,914 2,772

Total 67,035 9,390 76,425 65,022 61,826

Mutual Fund Securities included in Other variable income securities amount to FRF 2,264 million at December 31, 1997,
compared to FRF 2,031 million at December 31, 1996 and FRF 1,834 million at December 31, 1995.

There were no securities on loan at December 31, 1997 and December 31, 1996. They amounted to FRF 235 million at
December 31, 1995.

Unrealized gains and losses on securities held for sale at December 31, 1997 amount to:

Shares Fixed Total securities
in FRF millions income held for sale

Gross book value of securities 3,408 73,644 77,052

Provision for unrealized losses (389) (238) (627)

Sub-total: Net book value 3,019 73,406 76,425

Unrealized gains (losses) 186 3,669 3,855

Total: estimated value at December 31, 1997 3,205 77,075 80,280

Schedule of maturities of securities held for sale (Government securities and bonds) at December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 28,721 24,389 15,101 12,533 (7,338) 73,406
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24 INVESTMENT SECURITIES

Listed Non-listed Total Total Total
in FRF millions securities securities 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Government securities and equivalent 1,489 12 1,501 1,507 4,252

Bonds and other fixed income securities 13,863 8,022 21,885 24,448 33,319

Total 15,352 8,034 23,386 25,955 37,571

Investment securities on loan amounted to FRF 521 million at December 31, 1997, compared to FRF 521 million at
December 31, 1996, and FRF 809 million at December 31, 1995.

In 1997, FRF 1,770 million in investment securities were transferred to the portfolio of securities held for sale. In 1996,
FRF 14,557 million were transferred.

Schedule of maturities of investment securities at December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 5,505 5,756 11,457 1,869 (1,201) 23,386

25 REDEMPTION VALUE

as at December 31, 1997 Gross book Redemption Discount 
in FRF millions value value to amortize

Fixed income securities held for sale 73,644 73,410 (234)

Investment securities 23,387 23,548 161

26 OTHER ACCOUNTS RELATING TO SECURITIES

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Interests receivable on:
• Securities received under resale agreement 1,897 2,266 2,046
• Fixed income securities held for sale 1,302 1,393 1,273
• Variable income securities held for sale 153 113 195
• Investment securities 635 750 1,061

Sub-total: interest receivable 3,987 4,522 4,575

Settlement accounts relating to securities 12,330 10,054 15,205

Net doubtful debts 1 7 7

Total 16,318 14,583 19,787
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27 LONG-TERM SHAREHOLDINGS AND RELATED RECEIVABLES

12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

in FRF millions Gross value Provisions Net Net Net

Long-term shareholdings 21,742 (2,731) 19,011 17,653 14,739

Subordinated loans and advances, and other 
receivables related to long-term shareholdings 1,049 (429) 620 615 671

Total 22,791 (3,160) 19,631 18,268 15,410

Analysis of the changes in value of long-term shareholdings:

in FRF millions 1997 1996 1995

Net balance as of January 1, 17,653 14,739 15,011

Purchases 7,982 4,082 3,119

Sales:
• Sale price (11,107) (6,055) (3,812)
• Net capital gains 1,007 611 326
• Gross value of shares sold (10,100) (5,444) (3,486)
• Release of provision on shares sold 2,303 379 648
• Net change related to sales (7,797) (5,065) (2,838)

Change in provisions 501 (1,068) (408)

Change in the scope of consolidation 520 4,211 (118)

Other changes 152 754 (27)

Net balance as of December 31, 19,011 17,653 14,739

At December 31, 1997, long-term shareholdings with book value exceeding FRF 700 million include Aegon, Banca
Commerciale Italiana, AGF, Schneider and GIB.

The estimated value of long-term shareholdings as of December 31, 1997 compares with the net book value as follows:

in FRF millions Net book value Estimated value

Portion valued:
• At net book value 3,520 3,520
• Market to market 10,070 19,239
• By other methods (net asset revaluation, sale value, etc.) 5,421 7,894

Total 19,011 30,653

28 SHARE IN NET EQUITY OF COMPANIES ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE EQUITY METHOD

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Banks, financial and investment holding companies 10,538 11,017 14,372

Industrial and commercial companies 14,879 16,397 14,583

Total 25,417 27,414 28,955

In 1997, the decrease of share in net equity of industrial and commercial companies was mainly due to the partial sale of
Poliet and the exchange of Gevaert securities held for sale, owned by Cobepa, against part of its assets.
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In 1996, the increase was mainly due to the equity method accounting of the industrial subsidiaries of Compagnie de
Navigation Mixte and by the increase in share capital of Cogedim, partially offset by the sale of UGC-Droits Audiovisuels
and the partial sales of Poliet, Axime, GNA and the deconsolidation of Audiofina.

In 1997, the decrease in the Group share in net equity of banks, financial and investment holding companies was mainly
due to the full consolidation of Nouvelle Holding Guyomarc’h. In 1996, the decrease was due to the full consolidation of
Compagnie de Navigation Mixte, as a consequence of the tender offer for this company.

29 FIXED ASSETS

12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Gross Accumulated Net Net Net
in FRF millions value depreciation

Land and building 6,752 (792) 5,960 5,987 5,534

Rented buildings 10,246 (2,833) 7,413 8,433 7,213

Other tangible asset 10,719 (4,422) 6,297 5,636 3,884

Total 27,717 (8,047) 19,670 20,056 16,631

Depreciation and provisions on rental properties increased by FRF 1 billion in 1997 to cover, as a prudent approach,
expected losses on the Compagnie Bancaire rental property portfolio.

Other tangible assets include the real estate development portfolio and assets received in satisfaction of debt for respec-
tively FRF 2,067 million and FRF 129 million.

30 GOODWILL

in FRF millions Note 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Net balance as of January 1 2,352 3,174 4,316

Increase/decrease in the year 6,269 (274) (67)

Amortization charged to income statement 13 (365) (579) (1,044)

Exchange difference 17 31 (31)

Net balance as of December 31 8,273 2,352 3,174

The 1997 acquisition of 47.8% and 33% interests in Compagnie Bancaire and Cetelem, respectively, resulted in goodwill
of FRF 14,048 million. Of this total, FRF 9,833 million was deducted from shareholders’ equity, corresponding to the
portion of the acquisition funded through a capital increase. Residual goodwill totals FRF 4,214 million.

Goodwill of FRF 1,169 million was generated by the acquisition of 39.5% and 27.9% interests in Cardif and UFB
Locabail, respectively.

Analysis of goodwill by activity, at December 31:

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Banks, financial and investment holding companies 8,090 2,003 2,511

Industrial and commercial companies 183 349 663

Total 8,273 2,352 3,174
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31 OTHER ASSETS

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Checks and acceptances for collection 9,310 7,820 9,857

Asset deferred tax 2,360 0 0

Accrued income, prepaid expenses and other accounts 72,151 50,568 41,147

Total 83,821 58,388 51,004

32 TREASURY OPERATIONS AND INTERBANK TRANSACTIONS

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Demand and overnight deposits 67,490 69,452 51,189

Time deposits 228,499 225,674 232,669

Bills and other items sold under overnight repurchase agreements 5,120 13,144 14,317

Bills and other items sold under forward repurchase agreements 7,694 17,321 20,867

Interest payable 3,303 3,573 3,731

Total 312,106 329,164 322,773

At December 31, 1997 items sold under repurchase agreements relate to FRF 9,195 million in commercial bills (FRF
24,543 at December 31, 1996), FRF 3,619 million in bonds and other fixed-income securities (FRF 5,135 million at
December 31, 1996) and did not include any treasury bills (FRF 786 million at December 31, 1996).

Schedule of maturities of term borrowings with credit institutions (time deposits and items sold under forward repur-
chase agreements) at December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 263,144 99,129 15,875 6,265 (148,220) 236,193

33 CUSTOMER DEPOSITS

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Demand and overnight deposits 34,858 28,204 22,072

Time deposits 92,753 76,515 81,158

Demand savings accounts 543 367 99

Time savings accounts 1,127 997 1,484

Interest payable 732 562 894

Total 130,013 106,645 105,707

At December 31, 1997, securities sold under repurchase agreements included in Demand and overnight deposits and
Time deposits relate to FRF 256 million in commercial bills (FRF 1,059 million at December 31, 1996). They do not relate
to treasury bills.
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Schedule of maturities of customer deposits (time deposits and savings accounts) at December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 80,124 5,585 5,448 5,045 (2,322) 93,880

34 TECHNICAL PROVISIONS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Technical provisions Life 83,491 69,133 58,546

Technical provisions non Life 3,882 2,957 2,244

Total 87,373 72,090 60,790

This item includes capitalization reserve, funded through sale of stocks and shares, in order to retain part of net realized
capital gains to maintain actuarial yield on securities. At December 31, 1997, it amounted to FRF 804 million (December
31, 1996: FRF 718 million, December 31, 1995: FRF 568 million).

35 SECURITIES DELIVERED UNDER REPURCHASE AGREEMENTS

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Overnight repurchase agreements with credit institutions 46,368 38,812 26,162

Forward repurchase agreements with credit institutions 288,337 282,821 191,995

Overnight repurchase agreements with customers 3,169 299 1,378

Forward repurchase agreements with customers 22,757 17,869 8,127

Total excluding discontinued activities 360,631 339,801 227,662

At December 31, 1997, securities delivered under re p u rchase agreements with lending institutions includes 
FRF 304,182 million in treasury bills (FRF 281,329 million at December 31, 1996), FRF 30,517 million in bonds and
other fixed income securities (FRF 40,298 million at December 31, 1996) and FRF 6 million in variable income securit-
ies in 1997 and 1996.

Securities delivered under re p u rchase agreements with clients includes FRF 13,470 million in tre a s u ry bills 
(FRF 2,377 million at December 31, 1996) and FRF 12,456 million of bonds and other fixed income securities 
(FRF 15,791 million at December 31, 1996).

Schedule of maturities of securities delivered under forward repurchase agreements as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 545,807 27,614 8,185 2,117 (272,629) 311,094
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36 TRADING SECURITIES (LIABILITIES)

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Conditional financial instruments sold 65,250 40,880 20,732

Securities sold short and debts related to borrowings of securities and claims 154,973 154,329 92,788

Total 220,223 195,209 113,520

37 BONDS AND OTHER NEGOTIABLE DEBT SECURITIES

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Bonds 108,095 85,978 79,800

Interbank debt instruments, transferable debt securities 
and other negotiable debt securities 69,090 89,071 103,775

Total 177,185 175,049 183,575

At December 31, 1997, the maturities of bonds by currency and type of interest rate, as stated in the terms of issue, were
as follows:

Foreign currencies Average Amount 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 After
in FRF millions rate outstanding 2007 2007

French Franc Variable 8,781 3,225 400 155 – – 1,340 3,661
7.55% 55,911 13,788 2,935 7,866 1,972 5,100 18,250 6,000

US dollar Variable 19,283 5,720 – – 3,084 8,084 2,395 –
5.85% 1,790 1,371 299 – – 120 – –

Deutschmark Variable 5,550 97 183 1,088 – 2,509 1,673 –
5.56% 1,204 167 33 1,004 – – – –

British pound Variable 3,996 30 – – 1,983 – 1,983 –
5.29% 1,488 – 1,488 – – – – –

Japanese yen Variable 506 46 – – 460 – – –
7.33% 1,381 368 783 – 230 – – –

European Unit Variable 1,349 26 – – – – 1,323 –
7.25% 4,178 986 1,323 198 661 18 992 –

Canadian dollar Variable 0 – – – – – – –
9.05% 168 – 84 – 84 – – –

Other Variable 400 153 247 – – – – –
7.40% 2,912 447 360 243 135 65 1,413 249

Sub-total 108,897 26,424 8,135 10,554 8,609 15,896 29,369 9,910

Held by
consolidated companies (802)

Net 108,095

Schedule of maturities of interbank debt instruments and transferable debt securities as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 30,882 15,688 19,404 9,637 (6,521) 69,090
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38 OTHER ACCOUNTS RELATING TO SECURITIES

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Interest payable on:
• Interbank debt instruments and transferable debt securities 2,125 1,862 1,977
• Bonds 3,357 3,168 3,298
• Securities delivered under repurchase agreements 2,680 2,843 962

Sub-total 8,162 7,873 6,237

Treasury notes and savings certificates 433 428 728

Settlement accounts relating to securities 19,866 11,093 13,299

Total 28,461 19,394 20,264

Schedule of maturities of treasury notes and savings certificates as of December 31, 1997:

Less than 3 months to 12 months to More than Intercompany Total
in FRF millions 3 months 12 months 5 years 5 years Eliminations 12.31.1997

Maturity 78 68 253 34 0 433

39 ACCRUALS, PROVISIONS AND OTHER LIABILITIES

in FRF millions Note 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Accrued expenses and others 65,245 54,548 58,240

Deferred taxes 2,234 1,796 1,265

Negative goodwill 272 316 481

Provisions for off-balance sheet commitments and risks 
on banking operations and long-term shareholdings 9,710 7,368 3,046

Provisions for sovereign risks 20 772 1,424 2,369

Provisions for pension costs and similar commitments 1,102 1,215 1,177

Total 79,335 66,667 66,578

Provisions for retirement costs and similar commitments cover all residual commitments resulting from the affiliation of
French Banks to the ARRCO and AGIRC organizations, other advantages based on the employees’ years of service, com-
mitments for supplementary retirement schemes and for anticipated retirement. These provisions do not include changes
in actuarial value spread over 15 years, which amounted to FRF 161 million at December 31, 1997.

In 1997, the increase in provisions for off-balance sheet commitments and risks on banking operations and long-term
shareholdings is mainly due to provisions by Banque Paribas for country risks, to cover the Asian risk, for FRF 1.9 bil-
lion.

In 1996, the increase was mainly due to provisions by Compagnie Bancaire on credit risk and operating expenses on dis-
continued activities for FRF 2,250 million, and to the full consolidation of OGDI (which took over the real estate activity
of Cogedim) for FRF 0,6 billion and Compagnie de Navigation Mixte and its banking subsidiaries for FRF 1.1 billion. The
Compagnie Bancaire provision have been released for FRF 729 million in 1997: FRF 562 million utilized against loan
losses, FRF 95 million reducing charges from banking operations and FRF 72 million reducing personnel expenses.
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40 SUBORDINATED AND UNDATED TERM BORROWINGS

The maturities of borrowings by currency, as stated in terms of issues, as of December 31, 1997, were as follows:

issuing currency Outstanding 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 After
in FRF millions 2007 2007 Undated

Subordinated borrowings:
• French franc 2,300 – – 2,000 – – 300 – –
• US dollar 4,862 – – – – – 323 3,293 1,246
•Luxembourg franc 2,084 422 – 324 – 365 – 973 –
• Other 333 15 – 268 – – – 50 –

Sub-total 9,579 437 0 2,592 0 365 623 4,316 1,246

Undated term borrowing
and subordinated securities:
• French franc 2 – 2 – – – – – –
• US dollar 1,198 – – – – – – 1,198 –

Sub-total 1,200

Interest payable 273

Total 11,052

At December 31, 1997, two of the Group’s issues accounted for more than 10% of the total of subordinated and undated
term borrowings: USD 250 million (FRF 1,497 million) issued in June 1992 with a coupon of 8.35% and maturity date
June 2007 and USD 300 million (FRF 1,796 million) issued in January 1994 with a coupon of 6.87% and maturity date
March 2009.

41 SHARE CAPITAL OF COMPAGNIE FINANCIÈRE DE PARIBAS

a) Composition of share capital

In number of shares Issued shares Treasury stock Outstanding shares

At December 31, 1994 115,906,308 1,940,331 113,965,977

Exercise of options 13,877 – 13,877

Reinvestment of dividends 4,277,924 84,673 4,193,251

Purchase of Treasury stocks – 1,246,591 (1,246,591)

At December 31, 1995 120,198,109 3,271,595 116,926,514

Exercise of options 179,095 – 179,095

Reinvestment of dividends 3,770,674 468,291 3,302,383

Purchase of Treasury stock – 10,959,738 (10,959,738)

At December 31, 1996 124,147,878 14,699,624 109,448,254

Exercise of options 1,079,989 – 1,079,989

Repayment of bonds in common shares 220,188 – 220,188

Issue of shares 40,558,235 – 40,558,235

Sale of Treasury stock – (410,261) 410,261

At December 31, 1997 166,006,290 14,289,363 151,716,927
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b) Authorization to purchase or to subscribe to the Company’s share options

The General Meetings on April 29, 1987 and on March 27, 1992 authorized the Board of Directors to grant to members
of Group management and personnel options to purchase or to subscribe share capital. At December 31, 
1997, 8,112,596 share options were outstanding.

42 TRANSACTIONS WITH RELATED COMPANIES

As of December 31, 1997 Controlled Associated

in FRF millions companies companies

Assets

Treasury operations and interbank transactions – 968

Customer loans and credits 1,263 1,632

Trading securities – –

Investment securities – 40

Securities held for sale 14 –

Shareholders’ advances – –

Liabilities

Treasury operations and interbank transactions – 15

Customer deposits 2,429 225

Commitments and contingent liabilities

Commitments given, credit institutions
• Guarantees given – 24

Commitments given, customers
• Confirmed lines of credit 5,828 3,267
• Guarantees given 7,425 1,648

At December 31, 1997, assets relating to controlled or associated companies include FRF 27 million of subordinated 
element.

43 SEGMENT ANALYSIS

a) Contributions by sub-group and geographic area

Geographic Banque Compagnie Holding Total
at December 31, 1997 Area Paribas Bancaire companies
in FRF millions and others

Revenue from operations France 5,358 9,928 4,372 19,658
Outside France 8,313 2,256 1,984 12,553

Total 13,671 12,184 6,356 32,211

Customer loans and credits France 54,984 117,085 5,927 177,996
Outside France 121,922 21,960 190 144,072

Total 176,906 139,045 6,117 322,068

Customer deposits France 30,825 7,930 778 39,533
Outside France 88,882 1,487 111 90,480

Total 119,707 9,417 889 130,013

Total assets France 364,419 262,426 33,058 659,903
Outside France 745,272 49,218 13,818 808,308

Total 1,109,691 311,644 46,876 1,468,211

Total staff of fully consolidated companies France 3,864 7,059 276 11,199
Outside France 5,554 1,876 87 7,517

Total 9,418 8,935 363 18,716
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b) Net banking revenue by geographic area

Note Interest Note Net Note Net income
receivable commissions from securities

and similar transactions and
in 1997 income other banking
in FRF millions operations

France 34,272 2,926 5,473

Belgium 368 64 2

Spain 1,929 130 23

Italy 3,733 316 717

Luxemburg 2,266 124 264

The Netherlands 15 0 0

United Kingdom 9,825 513 1,950

Switzerland 1,092 424 370

Other western European countries 1,090 130 60

North America 9,680 343 773

Asia 2,888 12 252

Others 819 36 49

Total 4 67,977 6 5,018 7 9,933

c) Geographical analysis of loans and credits outstanding 

The geographical analysis of loans and credits outstanding by country of origin of the debtor or guarantor is as follows:

12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Treasury operations Customers Finance Securities Total Total Total
and interbank leases received

transactions under resale
in percentage agreement

France 26.7 51.1 83.0 14.7 43.8 41.3 42.2

Germany 6.1 1.2 0.9 1.9 1.9 0.9 2.0

Belgium 7.7 0.6 0.8 3.9 3.3 1.6 2.0

Spain 2.0 3.6 0.7 0.7 1.8 2.6 2.6

Italy 3.6 3.2 5.2 0.5 3.1 2.9 3.0

United Kingdom 8.7 5.3 9.4 8.1 8.6 15.7 15.9

Other western European countries 12.9 4.7 – 7.6 6.3 2.0 2.4

North America 14.6 14.4 – 45.3 18.5 22.1 18.8

Central and Latin America 1.2 2.5 – – 0.9 1.1 0.8

Asia 14.3 7.4 – 17.0 9.6 6.4 7.0

Others 2.2 6.0 – 0.3 2.2 3.4 3.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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44 ANALYSIS OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES BY CURRENCY

French German British ECU US Swiss Belgian & Japanese Other Total
At December 31, 1997 franc mark pound dollar franc Luxemb. Yen Currencies
in FRF millions franc

A s s e t s 5 4 6 , 6 9 3 9 9 , 9 4 3 4 8 , 2 2 1 1 7 , 4 6 7 3 5 8 , 6 3 7 1 6 , 6 6 2 3 9 , 0 6 6 1 6 8 , 7 3 8 1 7 2 , 7 8 5 1 , 4 6 8 , 2 1 1

Liabilities and net worth ( 5 1 2 , 9 1 0 ) ( 1 1 5 , 1 1 2 ) ( 5 1 , 0 0 5 ) ( 1 9 , 5 7 4 ) ( 4 0 1 , 3 3 2 ) ( 1 6 , 2 61 ) ( 3 6 , 0 0 2 ) ( 1 6 0 , 7 2 1 ) ( 1 5 5 , 2 9 3 ) ( 1 , 4 6 8 , 2 1 1 )

Off balance sheet
c o m m i t m e n t s ( 4 2 , 1 3 2 ) 1 7 , 4 8 4 6 , 9 9 3 7 3 7 4 4 , 3 9 8 2 , 3 3 6 2 , 5 4 4 ( 9 , 5 2 1 ) ( 1 2 , 6 3 0 ) 1 0 , 2 0 9

Net position ( 8 , 3 4 8 ) 2 , 3 1 4 4 , 2 1 0 ( 1 , 3 6 9 ) 1 , 7 0 4 2 , 7 3 6 5 , 6 0 7 ( 1 , 5 0 5 ) 4 , 8 6 2 1 0 , 2 0 9

Conditional positions ( 5 , 7 9 0 ) ( 1 , 9 4 6 ) ( 7 4 ) 3 0 1 2 , 6 1 5 2 , 8 5 0 ( 7 ) 1 , 5 8 4 5 5 6 8 9

Customer loans 1 5 2 , 0 5 9 5 , 1 3 7 1 4 , 5 6 0 4 , 4 6 0 1 0 6 , 0 6 9 3 , 7 5 7 1 , 4 1 1 5 , 7 7 5 2 8 , 8 4 0 3 2 2 , 0 6 8

Customer deposits ( 2 6 , 4 2 6 ) ( 8 , 9 4 9 ) ( 6 , 2 6 8 ) ( 1 , 3 2 1 ) ( 5 3 , 3 8 1 ) ( 4 , 4 2 1 ) ( 5 , 6 8 5 ) ( 5 , 6 0 0 ) ( 1 7 , 9 6 2 ) ( 1 3 0 , 0 1 3 )

Net position includes both structural (e.g. net equity of foreign branches or subsidiaries) and operational positions. Due
to the active management of operational positions, the above positions may fluctuate significantly within any given year.

45 COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

a) Confirmed lines of credit, guarantees and securities commitments and currency transactions

in FRF millions 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

Commitments given

Confirmed lines of credit:
• Commitments towards credit institutions 34,071 30,312 10,102
• Commitments towards customers 199,448 179,583 134,172

Guarantees given:
• Guarantees granted on behalf of credit institutions 43,942 28,762 13,467
• Guarantees granted on behalf of customers 82,524 76,917 66,549

Securities commitments:
• Securities acquired with a right to resell/repurchase – – –
• Other securities to be delivered 29,711 32,442 35,321

Commitments received

Confirmed lines of credit:
• Commitments from credit institutions 75,078 68,642 41,494

Guarantees received:
• Guarantees from credit institutions 15,975 22,513 16,128

Securities commitments:
• Securities sold with a right to resell/repurchase – – –
• Other securities to be received 30,244 36,206 28,613

Firm currency transactions:
• Currencies to be received 1,186,550 835,580 772,331
• Currencies to be delivered 1,182,865 838,546 781,385
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b) Forward financial instruments

Trading Management Total Total Total
activities of interest 12.31.1997 12.31.1996 12.31.1995

rate and
currency

in FRF millions exposure

Firm transactions

Organized markets:
• Future contracts 

(interest rate, currency and other financial futures) 1,841,966 197,662 2,039,628 1,676,684 545,998

Over-the-counter:
• Future rate agreements 270,445 36,563 307,008 175,794 387,372
• Interest rate swaps 5 832,677 604,967 6,437,644 4,625,151 3,869,110
• Currency swaps 503,324 42,490 545,814 466,099 417,883
• Others 52,066 536 52,602 19,011 13,905

Conditional transactions

Organized markets:
• Purchase of interest rate options 211,406 – 211,406 257,784 481,499
• Sale of interest rate options 368,685 – 368,685 109,971 102,768
• Purchase of currency options 116 – 116 962 –
• Sale of currency options – – 0 1,365 –
• Purchase of other options 19,021 – 19,021 13,197 13,343
• Sale of other options 19,773 – 19,773 14,583 16,308

Over-the-counter:
• Purchase of caps, floors and collars 497,181 16,105 513,286 380,778 307,241
• Sale of caps, floors and collars 638,168 860 639,028 530,467 448,497
• Purchase of interest rate swaptions 484,390 836 485,226 279,755 214,790
• Sale of interest rate swaptions 556,053 – 556,053 357,445 220,314
• Purchase of currency swaptions 794 – 794 1,630 3,713
• Sale of currency swaptions – – 0 268 1,378
• Purchase of interest rate options 38,684 775 39,459 48,109 24,050
• Sale of interest rate options 63,445 833 64,278 45,557 24,274
• Purchase of currency options 519,952 6,485 526,437 191,301 145,552
• Sale of currency options 543,866 6,706 550,572 201,268 163,366
• Purchase of other instruments 149,603 39 149,642 101,464 58,768
• Sales of other instruments 124,192 – 124,192 99,134 64,200

The above amounts only reflect the volume of activity of
the Group in each instrument type and is not an indicat-
ion of the market risk, certain instruments being used to
hedge others. Group companies control the risks of
credit, interest rate and exchange rate which arise on
these instruments by means of internal procedures
which limit the exposure by counterparty as well as the
residual amount of interest rate and foreign exchange
positions.

For firm transactions, the commitments represent the
addition of the notional amounts of the purchases and
the sales of the instruments (except for swaps for which
only the value of the loaned amount is taken into
account). For conditional transactions, the commit-
ments represent the notional amounts of the purchases
or sales of the instruments. The item “others” includes
options on commodities, precious metals, stock indexes
and equities.

Operations on organized markets are presented after
netting purchases and sales of contracts of same nature
and maturity.
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c) Tax litigation

Of the fully integrated companies, Compagnie
Financière de Paribas, Banque Paribas and the Milan
and Madrid branches have of tax audits resulting in
notification of additional tax charges. These have been
the subject of discussions  with the respective tax author-
ities and provisions have been determined and constitut-
ed. Certain issues in the notifications are contested by
the Groupe Paribas, and are currently the subject of
litigation.

46 DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION

Total fees received in 1997 by the members of the
S u p e rv i s o ry Board of the Group amount to FRF 10.8 m i l-
lion. Those received by the Board of Management of the
Group amount to FRF 42.4 million and include FRF 3.1
million in Directors’ fees.

47 SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

On Febru a ry 19,1998, the Board of Management
approved the mergers of Compagnie Financière de
Paribas and Compagnie Bancaire within Banque Paribas.
These mergers are the consequence of the exchange
offers launched by Compagnie Financière de Paribas, in
order to simplify the structure of the Paribas Group. The
B o a rd of Management has also decided to merg e
Compagnie de Navigation Mixte, CNM-Finance, Kleber
Portefeuille and Klecinq within Banque Paribas, in order
to cancel treasury stock.

These mergers will decrease minority interests in equity
by FRF 554 million; the group share will be increased by
the same amount.

On March 2, 1998, Paribas’ 23.5% interest in Ciments
Français was sold. 
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48 FULLY CONSOLIDATED COMPANIES

1997 1996 1995
Fully consolidated companies Country Activity % effective % interest % effective % effective
Company ownership ownership ownership

Compagnie Financière de Paribas F r a n c e 1 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Banque Paribas

Antin Bail F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Antin Contrepartie F r a n c e 1 98.8 98.7 

Antin Gérance F r a n c e 2 95.0 9 5 . 1 98.9 98.7 

Asia Equity Holdings Ltd B e r m u d a 2 99.9 100.0 

Asia Equity Limited Hong Kong 2 99.9 100.0 

Bank Paribas BBD In d o n e s i a I n d o n e s i a 1 76.0 76.0 

Banque Continentale du Luxembourg L u x e m b o u r g 1 89.1 

Banque Paribas F r a n c e 1 99.9 99.9 98.8 98.7 

Banque Paribas Belgique SA B e l g i u m 1 71.7 71.5 

Banque Paribas Canada C a n a d a 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Banque Paribas Côte d’Ivoire Ivory Coast 1 84.3 84.4 83.4 83.3 

Banque Paribas Curacao N V Dutch West Indies 1 71.7 71.5 

Banque Paribas Luxembourg L u x e m b o u r g 1 99.9 100.0 89.3 89.1 

Banque Paribas Nederland N V N e t h e r l a n d s 1 90.7 90.5 

Banque Paribas Pacifique P o l y n e s i a 1 66.0 85.0 65.3 65.2 

Banque Paribas Polynésie P o l y n e s i a 1 48.7 70.0 45.4 45.3 

Banque Paribas succursale de Francfort AM Ma i n G e r m a n y 1 98.8 98.6 

Banque Paribas Suisse S w i t z e r l a n d 1 99.9 99.9 97.8 98.0 

Banque Parisienne Internationale F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 99.3 99.2 

Bracehold Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Bureau d’Études & de Transactions Immobilières “BE T I” F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Bureau Immobilier de Négociations 
Commerciales et Financières F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.9 98.7 

Capefi S A F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Compagnie Financière Ottomane L u x e m b o u r g 1 47.1 

Compagnie Foncière F r a n c e 2 61.5 61.6 60.9 60.8 

Conseil Investissement F r a n c e 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Courcoux-Bouvet SA F r a n c e 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Eural Unispar B e l g i u m 1 70.2 70.0 

Financière Gabonaise de développement immobilier  “Figadim” G a b o n 1 46.2 

F i n e c o f i F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Fipalux S A L u x e m b o u r g 2 99.9 100.0 89.3 89.1 

Gamba Azzoni I t a l y 1 98.8 98.7 

Great Central Railway Land S A F r a n c e 2 99.4 99.5 98.6 98.4 

Harewood Properties Lt d United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 

I m m o - P a r i b a s B e l g i u m 2 71.7 7 1 . 5

Kanghwa Investment Limited Hong Kong 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Luxpar Re L u x e m b o u r g 2 99.9 100.0 89.3 89.1 

Martello Land Ltd United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 

Marylebonne Gate Ltd United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 
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Novolease N V B e l g i u m 1 71.6 71.5 

Parbel Finance N V N e t h e r l a n d s 2 71.7 71.5 

Parbelux Finance L u x e m b o u r g 2 71.7 71.5 

P a r f i b a n k L u x e m b o u r g 1 71.7 

P a r f i p a r L u x e m b o u r g 2 71.7 71.5 

Paribas Asia Ltd Hong Kong 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management Asia Ltd S i n g a p o r e 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management Inc. U S A 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management S N C F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management (Japan) J a p a n 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management (Luxembourg) L u x e m b o u r g 2 99.9 100.0 94.1 93.9 

Paribas Asset Management Ltd (Bahamas) B a h a m a s 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Asset Management UK Ltd United Kingdom 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Banque Privée Monaco S A M F r a n c e 1 99.9 100.0 97.8 98.7 

Paribas Capital Investments Lt d United Kingdom 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 9 8 . 7

Paribas Capital Markets Lt d Hong Kong 1 95.5 95.5 83.0 82.9 

Paribas Capital Markets Group Limited United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Corporation USA 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 9 8 . 7

Paribas Deutschland B V N e t h e r l a n d s 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas European Leveraged Investment F r a n c e 2 1 0 0 . 0

Paribas Finance Inc. U S A 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 9 8 . 7

Paribas Finanziaria I t a l y 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 95.3 

Paribas Futures Incorporated USA 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Futures Lt d United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.6 98.5 

Paribas Gold Mortgages Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Group Australia Limited A u s t r a l i a 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Home Funding Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Home Loans Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas International  F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas International BV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Investissement F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Investment Asia Hong Kong 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Investment Management GmbH G e r m a n y 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Japan Limited J a p a n 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Limited United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Lombard Mortgages Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Management Services Limited United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Merchant Banking Asia S i n g a p o r e 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Mortgages Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Mortgages Loans Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Mortgages Services Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Net United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas North America USA 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Participation BV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 98.8 98.7 
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Paribas Platinum Mortgages Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Principal Inc. USA 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Properties Incorporated USA 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 88.7 

Paribas Sphf Ltd United Kingdom 1 98.7 

Paribas Spt Ltd United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas Tr u s t L u x e m b o u r g 2 99.9 100.0 89.3 89.1 

Paribas UK Holding Ltd United Kingdom 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Paribas (Suisse) Bahamas Ltd B a h a m a s 1 99.9 100.0 97.8 98.0 

Paribas (Suisse) Guernesey G u e r n e s e y 1 99.9 100.0 97.8 98.0 

P a r i c o m i F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

P a r i f e r g i e F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

P a r i l e a s e F r a n c e 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Pasta Investment Ltd Hong Kong 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Philippine Asia Equity Sec In. The Philippines 2 99.9 100.0 

Polynésie Développement F r a n c e 2 71.0 71.0 64.6 64.5 

Prominco Holding S w i t z e r l a n d 2 97.8 98.0 

Pt Asia Equity Jasereh I n d o n e s i a 2 85.0 85.0 

SAS Cerenicim F r a n c e 2 88.4 100.0 87.5 60.8 

Smurfit Paribas Bank Ltd Republic of Eire 1 50.0 50.0 49.4 49.3 

Société Anonyme de Gestion d’Investissements 
et de Participations B e l g i u m 2 99.9 100.0 98.6 98.5 

Société d’Études Immobilières & de Constructions F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.9 98.7 

Société Financière Paribas Suisse BV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 98.8 98.7 

Société Foncière Mulhouse-Nord F r a n c e 2 61.5 100.0 60.9 60.8 

Société Gabonaise de Participations G a b o n 2 63.3 

Société Néo-Calédonienne de Développement
et de Participations P o l y n e s i a 2 71.9 71.9 71.1 71.0 

Société 36 avenue de l’Opéra F r a n c e 2 70.0 70.0 69.2 69.1 

SNC Marché Saint-Honoré F r a n c e 2 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Wigmore Loan Finance Limited United Kingdom 1 99.9 100.0 98.8 98.7 

Compagnie Bancaire

Accea Finances F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

A n t e e F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Arval F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 33.5 

Arval Belgium B e l g i u m 1 63.1 61.0 36.7 37.2 

Arval España S p a i n 1 97.2 99.9 

Arval Italie I t a l y 1 53.0 55.0 10.7 23.3 

Arval Service F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

Arval Service España S p a i n 1 64.8 99.9 

Arval Service Italie I t a l y 1 35.4 55.0 

Banca UCB (ex-Credicasa) I t a l y 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

Banque Directe F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.5 

Banque Financière Cardif F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 27.9 27.9 

Cardif Asset Management F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 

Cardif Bancaire Tr a n s a c t i o n F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 39.9 40.0 
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Cardif Gestion F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 27.9 27.9 

Cardif SA F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 27.9 27.9 

Carnegie & Cie F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

Crédit d’Équipement des Ménages “Cetelem” F r a n c e 1 97.8 99.3 30.6 34.0 

Cetelem Belgium B e l g i u m 1 38.3 60.0 18.1 

Cetelem Benelux BV N e t h e r l a n d s 1 64.5 100.0 30.5 33.9 

Cetelem Cr C z e c h i a 1 32.4 50.0 

Cetelem Expansao P o r t u g a l 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Cetelem Expansion F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Cetelem Immobilier F r a n c e 1 65.8 100.0 31.1 34.0 

Cetelem Sfac P o r t u g a l 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

C l a r i a n c e F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

C o f i c a F r a n c e 1 64.8 99.9 30.7 34.0 

Cofica Bail F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Cofiparc SNC F r a n c e 1 72.7 100.0 30.6 34.0 

C o f i p l a n F r a n c e 1 80.5 100.0 

C o f i p l u s F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Coger S A R L F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

Compagnie Bancaire F r a n c e 1 98.2 98.2 46.4 46.5 

Compagnie Bancaire Pierre F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.0 46.0 46.1 

Compagnie Bancaire UK (A) United Kingdom 1 97.2 100.0 35.3 35.8 

Compagnie Bancaire UK (B) United Kingdom 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

Compagnie Bancaire UK (C) United Kingdom 1 98.2 100.0 27.9 27.9 

Compagnie de Placement & de Prévoyance F r a n c e 1 46.4 46.5 

Compagnie Financière Kléber F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.5 

Compagnie Générale de Location Industrielle F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 21.8 30.6 

Compagnie Médicale de Financement de Vo i t u r e s F r a n c e 1 64.8 99.9 30.6 34.0 

Cortal Bank Luxembourg F r a n c e 1 57.9 100.0 27.4 27.5 

Cortal SA F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

C r é d i a l F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 

Diamond Finance United Kingdom 1 57.9 60.0 

Effico SA R L F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

E j e n o r t e S p a i n 1 98.2 100.0 

Elan Europe F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

E u r o c r e d i t o S p a i n 1 52.0 80.0 24.1 27.0 

Fac Location SN C F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 

F i d e m F r a n c e 1 57.9 90.0 29.3 32.1 

F i m e s t i c S p a i n 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Fimestic Expansion S p a i n 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Fimestic Gestion AI E S p a i n 1 63.8 100.0 30.2 

Fimestic Servicios Informaticos AI E S p a i n 1 44.2 69.0 20.4 

F i n e r I t a l y 1 57.9 60.0 

F i r e m F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 28.8 28.8 

Foncière de Cetelem F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Foncière de la Compagnie Bancaire F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 
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G e r f o n d s F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 45.5 45.6 

GAM - CB F r a n c e 1 78.6 98.9 33.9 35.8 

GEP - CB F r a n c e 1 84.4 96.5 36.7 37.7 

Inchcape Finance F r a n c e 1 32.4 51.0 15.3 17.2 

Institut de Télémarketing F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.9 46.0 46.1 

Klé 31 F r a n c e 1 50.1 99.9 

Klébail SA F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

Kléber Finance Conseil F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 27.9 27.9 

Kléber Portefeuille F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

K l é c a r F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.5 

K l é c i n q F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

Kléline SA F r a n c e 1 59.9 92.0 27.4 

K l é p i e r r e F r a n c e 1 50.1 51.0 22.8 22.8 

Klérim & Cie F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

K l é t r o i s F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.5 

Loca SN C F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

Locabail International Finance B e r m u d a 1 34.4 34.9 

Locabail UK United Kingdom 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

Massilia Bail F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

M a t r a d e l m e F r a n c e 1 33.5 

Neuilly Contentieux F r a n c e 1 60.9 94.6 29.1 32.1 

Neuilly Gestion F r a n c e 1 63.8 100.0 31.1 34.0 

Norbail Location SN C F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

Norbail SA F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

Pinnacle Holding United Kingdom 1 86.4 88.7 24.6 24.7 

Prêts & Services F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 

SA Combs la Vi l l e F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA Cordim F r a n c e 1 46.4 

SA de Flers F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA Finance et Gestion F r a n c e 1 67.8 70.0 23.2 23.3 

SA Leval 3 F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.2 

SA Tours Nationale F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 

SA Va c q u e r i e F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA 5 Kléber F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA 11 rue Louis-Philippe F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA 18 La Pérouse F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SA 22 La Pérouse F r a n c e 1 46.1 

SA 25 Kléber F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SA 37 La Pérouse F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SA 43 Grenelle F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS Amboise Boulogne F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Baudin Levallois F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Baudot Massy F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 

SAS Bègles Arcins F r a n c e 1 37.3 75.0 17.2 

SAS Centre Vi l l e p i n t e F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 
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SAS Centre Jaude-Clermont F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 

SAS Charenton Bercy F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS Charlety Coubertin F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS Colombier Carrières F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS Concorde Puteaux F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Daumesnil Reuilly F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS Doumer Caen F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 

SAS Étoile Résidence F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Kléber Levallois F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Klécentres F r a n c e 1 50.1 87.5 23.2 24.7 

SAS Kléfinances F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Klégestion F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 

SAS Langevin Herblay F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 23.3 

SAS Leblanc Paris 15 F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Melun Saint-Pères F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 

SAS Oise Cergy F r a n c e 1 73.6 100.0 23.2 23.3 

SAS Paul Doumer Rueil F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 

SAS Saint André Pey Berland F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 23.3 

SAS Sinkle F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 42.7 

SAS Sommer Antony F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 

SAS Strasbourg la Vi g i e F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 23.2 24.7 

SAS Suffren Paris 15 F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Taitbout Paris 9 F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SAS Vanne Montrouge F r a n c e 1 52.0 100.0 24.1 24.2 

SAS Varennes Ormes F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 24.1 24.2 

SAS 5 rue de Tu r i n F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 22.8 22.8 

SAS 21 Kléber F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 

SAS 21 La Pérouse F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 46.4 46.1 

SAS 43 rue Kléber F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 22.8 

SAS 52 rue d’Iéna F r a n c e 1 52.0 100.0 24.1 

SAS 70 rue Cortambert F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 22.8 

Savelme Socappa et Cie F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 33.0 33.5 

SC Centre Bourse F r a n c e 1 49.1 85.0 16.3 13.5 

SCI Le Chêne Pierre F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 42.7 42.8 

SCI 50 rue de Bourgogne F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.9 42.7 42.8 

S e c m a r n e F r a n c e 1 33.6 61.7 24.6 25.1 

Services & Finances F r a n c e 1 49.1 51.0 16.7 17.2 

S i f r o F r a n c e 1 98.2 100.0 

SNC Cortal Gestion F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SNC Cortal Pierre Gestion F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

SI 89 Neuilly F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

S o c a p p a F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.9 33.0 33.5 

S o f r a c e m F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 

S o l o r e c F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 16.3 17.7 

S o s e r v i F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 
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Société de Gestion F r a n c e 1 82.5 97.7 36.7 38.1 

Société du 23 avenue Marignan F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 18.6 18.6 

Société du 25 avenue Marignan F r a n c e 1 18.6 

Société du 38 rue Marbeuf F r a n c e 1 18.6 

Société du 46 rue Notre-Dame-des-Vi c t o i r e s F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 22.8 22.8 

Société du 192 avenue Charles-de-Gaulle F r a n c e 1 50.1 100.0 22.8 22.8 

Société Foncière Sinvim F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.9 46.0 

Union Crédit pour le Bâtiment “U C B” F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.9 46.0 46.1 

United European Credit F r a n c e 1 64.8 100.0 30.6 34.0 

U C B B a i l F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

U C B Group Plc United Kingdom 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

U C B Locabail Immobilier F r a n c e 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

U C B Socabail Immobiliare I t a l y 1 97.2 100.0 46.0 46.1 

UCI Grupo S p a i n 1 48.1 50.0 22.8 22.8 

UFB Factoring Italia I t a l y 1 97.2 100.0 35.8 36.3 

U F B F i n f a c t o r S p a i n 1 97.2 100.0 35.8 36.3 

U F B Gestion Espana S p a i n 1 36.3 

U F B Kredit Bank G e r m a n y 1 97.2 100.0 33.9 34.4 

U F B Leasing Italia I t a l y 1 97.2 100.0 35.8 36.3 

U F B L o c a b a i l F r a n c e 1 97.2 99.1 33.0 33.5 

U F Bb Locabail Deutschland G e r m a n y 1 97.2 100.0 33.9 34.4 

U F B- G r o u p United Kingdom 1 97.2 100.0 35.3 35.8 

U F B Systema Leasing G e r m a n y 1 97.2 100.0 33.9 34.4 

Unifactors Belgium B e l g i u m 1 97.2 100.0 35.8 36.3 

Crédit Du Nord

A n t a r i u s F r a n c e 1 73.2 

Banque Courtois F r a n c e 1 98.7 98.7 

Banque Kolb F r a n c e 1 50.9 51.0 

Banque Laydernier F r a n c e 1 100.0 

Banque Lenoir & Bernard F r a n c e 1 99.9 99.9 

Banque Nuger F r a n c e 1 59.6 

Banque Rhône-Alpes F r a n c e 1 100.0 99.7 

Banque Ta r n e a u d F r a n c e 1 77.5 78.1 

Chauchat Expansion F r a n c e 2 98.1 98.0 

Crédit du Nord F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 

F i m m o g e s t F r a n c e 2 98.7 98.7 

Midi Courtage Assurance F r a n c e 2 99.8 98.3 

Norbail Immobilier F r a n c e 1 100.0 99.4 

Norbail Sofergie F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 

N o r f i n a n c e F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 

Norimmo F r a n c e 2 99.8 99.8 

R e m u s a t F r a n c e 2 98.6 98.6 

S e d e l F r a n c e 2 98.0 98.0 

Société de Bourse Gilbert Dupont F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 

Société de Participations Techniques et Financières F r a n c e 2 98.1 98.0 
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SCI Couronna F r a n c e 2 98.7 98.7 

Turgot Gestion F r a n c e 1 77.5 78.1 

C o b e p a

Agemar SAH L u x e m b o u r g 2 32.1 32.2 

Belgian Broadcasting Company B e l g i u m 2 64.5 

Belvuco (ex-Invest. Beleg. Maatschap. Lacourt “Ibel”) B e l g i u m 2 42.5 75.0 52.1 49.0 

Belvuco B e l g i u m 2 32.8 

C i p p a r B e l g i u m 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

C o b e c a n C a n a d a 2 64.5 

C o b e m a B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 

Cobepa Finance L u x e m b o u r g 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Cobepa Te c h n o l o g y B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Compagnie Belge de Participations Paribas “Cobepa” B e l g i u m 2 58.2 60.2 64.3 64.5 

Compagnie de Développement International L u x e m b o u r g 2 64.3 64.5 

Compagnie de Gestion et de Développement Informatique B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Compagnie de Participations Internationales BV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 58.2 100.0 52.7 50.3 

Compagnie de Participations Internationales NA NV Dutch West Indies 2 50.3 

Compagnie de Participations Internationales SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 55.9 96.4 52.7 50.3 

Compagnie Financière & Mobilière “Cofim” B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Compagnie Forestière “Cosylva” B e l g i u m 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

Copabel SA B e l g i u m 2 55.9 96.4 52.7 50.3 

C o p a r i n L u x e m b o u r g 2 55.9 96.4 52.7 50.3 

Espace rue Wiertz SA B e l g i u m 2 63.8 

Financial Control International N e t h e r l a n d s 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Financière Cristal SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

Groupe Financier Liegeois B e l g i u m 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

Group T SA B e l g i u m 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

H o l n o r N e t h e r l a n d s 2 55.9 96.4 64.3 64.5 

Immobilière rue de Namur SA B e l g i u m 2 63.8 

International Financing Partners SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

I I M N e t h e r l a n d s 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Leader In Finance B e l g i u m 2 64.5 

L i b e c a n C a n a d a 2 63.8 

L i b e c o C a n a d a 2 64.5 

L i b e l u x L u x e m b o u r g 2 57.6 100.0 63.6 63.8 

L i b e n e l N e t h e r l a n d s 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Paribas Deelnemingen NV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 54.1 100.0 61.1 60.6 

Paribas Participation Limitée C a n a d a 2 55.9 96.4 52.7 50.3 

R a m l u x L u x e m b o u r g 2 42.6 75.0 52.2 49.0 

R e g e m a B e l g i u m 2 42.5 75.0 52.1 47.7 

Regio Invest. Ontwik. Maats. B e l g i u m 2 42.5 75.0 52.1 47.7 

SA Mosane B e l g i u m 2 46.0 79.5 48.8 47.7 

Société d’Investissements Internationaux (NLLE) B e l g i u m 2 64.3 64.5 

Société Financière de Développement et
de Participations “Fidepa” B e l g i u m 2 29.1 50.0 32.1 32.2 

1997 1996 1995
Fully consolidated companies Country Activity % effective % interest % effective % effective
Company ownership ownership ownership

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
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1997 1996 1995
Fully consolidated companies Country Activity % effective % interest % effective % effective
Company ownership ownership ownership

Société Financière de Réalisation “Sofiréal” B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Socorem SA B e l g i u m 2 64.5 

Te x a f B e l g i u m 2 47.7 82.1 52.7 52.9 

Tradexco SA B e l g i u m 2 58.2 100.0 64.3 64.5 

Vobis Finance B e l g i u m 2 29.1 50.0 32.1 32.2 

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte F r a n c e 2 99.2 99.2 97.5 

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte Finance SNC F r a n c e 2 9 9 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 97.5 

S F E I F r a n c e 2 97.5 100.0 97.5 

S o b a c F r a n c e 2 97.5 

Société Anonyme LB F r a n c e 2 57.7 97.0 64.6 

Via Banque F r a n c e 1 59.5 60.0 58.8 

Via Bourse F r a n c e 1 31.3 

Via Crédit Banque (Groupe) F r a n c e 1 59.5 100.0 77.8 

Other fully consolidated companies

Compagnie Auxiliaire d’Entreprises & de Chemin de Fer F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 99.8 99.7 

Compagnie Financière Ottomane “Nouvelle” F r a n c e 1 95.2 95.3 97.1 

Compagnie Franco Marocaine F r a n c e 2 99.7 99.7 99.7 99.5 

Financière Sema F r a n c e 2 45.9 45.9 

Omnium de Gestion et de Développement Immobilier F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 99.7 

O p a t r a F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Ottofrance International F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 

P a r f i c i F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Pargelux Holding SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 100.0 100.0 

Paribas Capital Développement F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 

Paribas Dérivés Garanties Snc F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Paribas Électronique F r a n c e 2 99.8 

Paribas Environnement & Services F r a n c e 2 100.0 

Paribas Europe F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 

Paribas Investissement Développement F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 

Paribas Participations F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Paribas Santé F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 

Paribas Santé International BV N e t h e r l a n d s 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 

Safadeco - SA F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Safadeco - Sp F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Segefico - SA F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Société Européenne d’Étude 
et de Gestion Industrielle et Financière  “Sedicecom” F r a n c e 2 75.8 60.8 75.8 75.8 

Société Financière de Gaz & Énergie SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 100.0 100.0 

Société Générale Commerciale & Financière “SG C F” F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

S o g i m o F r a n c e 2 100.0 100.0 99.8 99.7 

Union Bancaire du Nord F r a n c e 1 100.0 100.0 

Valeurs et Rendements SA L u x e m b o u r g 2 100.0 100.0 

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
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49 COMPANIES ACCOUNTED FOR UNDER THE EQUITY METHOD

1997 1996 1995
Companies accounted for under the equity method Country Activity % effective % equity % effective % effective
Company ownership method ownership ownership

Banque Paribas

Axa Re Finance F r a n c e 1 2 1 . 0 2 1 . 0 2 0 . 8

Banque Gabonaise et Française Internationale G a b o n 1 4 3 . 4 4 3 . 4 4 2 . 9 4 0 . 1

Banque Gabonaise et Française Internationale bail G a b o n 1 3 3 . 8 3 3 . 8 3 3 . 4

Banque Gabonaise et Française Internationale Participations G a b o n 1 4 3 . 4 4 3 . 4

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte (Groupe) F r a n c e 2 3 0 . 4

Finaxa (Groupe) F r a n c e 2 2 3 . 3 2 3 . 3 2 3 . 4 2 5 . 2

Osmanli Bankasi AS Tu r k e y 1 4 7 . 1

Régie Immobilière de la Ville de Paris “RIVP” F r a n c e 3 3 0 . 8 3 0 . 8 3 0 . 4 3 0 . 4

Compagnie Bancaire

ACFI Études Actuarielles F r a n c e 1 5 3 . 1 5 5 . 0 1 4 . 9 2 7 . 9

AGF Financement 1 F r a n c e 1 1 3 . 5

AGF Financement 2 F r a n c e 1 2 5 . 5 4 0 . 0 1 2 . 1 1 3 . 5

A n t a r i u s F r a n c e 1 4 9 . 1 5 0 . 0

Attijari Cetelem M o r o c c o 1 3 2 . 4 5 0 . 0

Banca del Salento I t a l y 1 2 . 9 3 . 3 0 . 9

Cardif Compania de Seguros de Vi d a A r g e n t i n a 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0

Cardif Leven (ex-Cardif Vie Belgique) B e l g i u m 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Cardif Polska P o l a n d 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9

Cardif Provita C z e c h i a 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9

Cardif RD F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Cardif Retraite F r a n c e 1 9 7 . 2 9 9 . 8

Cardif Services BV N e t h e r l a n d s 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9

Cardif Vi e F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Cardif Assicurazioni (ex-Cardif Vie Italie) I t a l y 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

C a r d i v i d a S p a i n 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Case Credit Europe F r a n c e 1 4 8 . 1 5 0 . 0

Case Credit UK Ltd United Kingdom 1 4 9 . 1 1 0 0 . 0

C a v i n a m F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9

Centro Vita Assicurazioni I t a l y 1 4 8 . 1 4 9 . 0 1 3 . 5

CLF Banque F r a n c e 1 1 9 . 6 2 0 . 0

C o f i d i s F r a n c e 1 8 . 8 1 5 . 0 4 . 2 4 . 7

Cofidis Belgium B e l g i u m 1 8 . 8 1 5 . 0

Cofidis UK United Kingdom 1 8 . 8 1 5 . 0

C o f i n o g a F r a n c e 1 2 8 . 5 4 4 . 0 1 4 . 9 1 6 . 3

Compania de Seguros de Vi d a C h i l e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0

Compania de Seguros Generales C h i l e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0

Cortal Belgique B e l g i u m 1 3 8 . 3 1 0 0 . 0 1 8 . 1 1 8 . 1

Cortal Direct South Africa 1 4 8 . 1 5 0 . 0

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
% effective ownership: effective percentage held by group companies.
% interest: sum of percentages held by majority-owned companies.
% equity method: percentage applied to determine the share in net equity and net income of companies accounted for under the equity method.
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C o v e f i F r a n c e 1 2 1 . 6 3 4 . 0 1 0 . 2 1 1 . 2

C PA Vi e F r a n c e 1 3 4 . 4 3 5 . 0

Crédit Moderne - Antilles F r a n c e 1 3 1 . 4 4 9 . 0 1 4 . 9

Crédit Moderne - Guyanne F r a n c e 1 2 5 . 5 4 0 . 0 1 2 . 1

Crédit Moderne - Océan Indien F r a n c e 1 2 5 . 5 4 0 . 0 1 2 . 1

Cybele Re L u x e m b o u r g 3 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Deutsche Leasing France F r a n c e 1 3 8 . 3 4 0 . 0 1 3 . 0 1 3 . 5

E j e s u r S p a i n 1 4 9 . 1 5 0 . 0

E o l i a I t a l y 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9

European Re G u e r n e s e y 1 8 6 . 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 4 . 7

F a c e t F r a n c e 1 2 4 . 5 3 8 . 9 1 1 . 6 1 3 . 0

F é d é b a i l F r a n c e 1 1 1 . 2

F i m a g r o u p B e l g i u m 1 2 5 . 5 4 0 . 0 1 2 . 1 1 3 . 5

F i n a d i s S p a i n 1 8 . 8 1 5 . 0 4 . 2 4 . 7

F i n a l i o n F r a n c e 1 3 1 . 4 4 9 . 0 1 4 . 9

F i n a m a F r a n c e 1 3 1 . 4 4 9 . 0 1 4 . 9 1 6 . 3

Financial Telemarketing Services Limited United Kingdom 1 8 6 . 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 4 . 7

Finarep RD F r a n c e 1 3 9 . 3 4 0 . 0 1 1 . 1 1 1 . 2

Finaref Vi e F r a n c e 1 3 9 . 3 4 0 . 0 1 1 . 1 1 1 . 2

F i n d o m e s t i c I t a l y 1 2 8 . 5 4 2 . 7 1 3 . 5 1 4 . 9

F i p r y c a S p a i n 1 2 1 . 6 3 4 . 0 1 0 . 2 1 1 . 2

Fortis Crédit B e l g i u m 1 1 6 . 7 4 5 . 0

Assurances Banque Populaire (ex-Fructivie) F r a n c e 1 1 4 . 7 1 5 . 0 5 . 1 7 . 4

Gestion Croissance F r a n c e 1 8 2 . 5 9 7 . 5 4 5 . 2 2 4 . 7

Hélios Société Vi e F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 7 . 9 2 7 . 9

Investlife Luxembourg SA L u x e m b o u r g 1 7 8 . 6 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 . 3 2 2 . 3

Kléber Promotion F r a n c e 1 9 7 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 0 4 6 . 1

Magyar Cetelem H u n g a r y 1 3 2 . 5 5 0 . 0

N o v a c r é d i t F r a n c e 1 2 2 . 6 3 5 . 0 1 0 . 7 1 2 . 6

Pinnacle Insurance United Kingdom 1 8 6 . 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 4 . 7

Pinnacle Insurance Management Services United Kingdom 1 8 6 . 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 4 . 7

Pinnacle Insurance property Services United Kingdom 1 8 4 . 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 6

Pinnafrica Holding Ltd South Africa 1 8 4 . 4 1 0 0 . 0

Presbourg Étoile & Cie F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 0 4 6 . 1

SA Cordim F r a n c e 1 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 1

S a i n t - É l o i F r a n c e 1 4 7 . 1 4 9 . 0 1 6 . 3

S é g e c e F r a n c e 3 6 4 . 8 8 9 . 4 3 0 . 6 3 1 . 6

Ségece Promotion F r a n c e 3 3 0 . 6 3 1 . 6

Sinvim et Compagnie F r a n c e 3 9 7 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 0 4 6 . 1

Sofevente SNC (ex-Sinvim Ile-de-France SNC) F r a n c e 3 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 0 4 6 . 1

Sinvim SA F r a n c e 3 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 0 4 6 . 1

Société de Paiement Pass F r a n c e 1 2 5 . 5 4 0 . 0 1 2 . 1 1 3 . 5

Société Foncière Sinvim F r a n c e 3 4 6 . 1

1997 1996 1995
Companies accounted for under the equity method Country Activity % effective % equity % effective % effective
Company ownership method ownership ownership

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
% effective ownership: effective percentage held by group companies.
% interest: sum of percentages held by majority-owned companies.
% equity method: percentage applied to determine the share in net equity and net income of companies accounted for under the equity method.
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S I S F r a n c e 3 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 4 6 . 4 4 6 . 1

UFB Ace Leasing B e l g i u m 1 4 7 . 1 4 9 . 0 1 7 . 2

Union Européenne d’Assurances F r a n c e 1 1 3 . 9 1 4 . 0

Ve c o f i n I t a l y 1 8 . 8 1 5 . 0

Crédit du Nord

Banque Clément F r a n c e 1 3 2 . 8

Banque de Marchés et d’Arbitrage F r a n c e 1 3 8 . 6 3 8 . 6

Banque Nuger F r a n c e 1 4 1 . 5

Banque Pouyanne F r a n c e 1 3 5 . 0 3 5 . 0

CLF Banque F r a n c e 1 2 9 . 3

Ve r v e i n e F r a n c e 1 3 4 . 0

C o b e p a

A n c o r a b e l B e l g i u m 3 8 . 7 2 1 . 3

Assurance Groupe Josi B e l g i u m 3 3 0 . 3

B e r g i n v e s t B e l g i u m 3 2 0 . 4 4 4 . 2 1 9 . 3 1 4 . 2

Cable and Wire Assemblies “CWA ” B e l g i u m 3 1 4 . 0 3 3 . 3 1 0 . 3 9 . 0

C o d e f i B e l g i u m 3 4 7 . 7 8 2 . 1 5 2 . 7

Fountainbrand International NV Dutch West Indies 3 1 2 . 2 1 1 . 6

Fountain Nederland Holding N e t h e r l a n d s 3 1 2 . 2 1 1 . 6

Gevaert SA (Group) B e l g i u m 2 1 9 . 9 1 9 . 3

Granada Canada Holding C a n a d a 3 1 7 . 4

Groupe Josi B e l g i u m 3 1 2 . 2 2 1 . 5 1 3 . 5 1 3 . 5

Holding Josi 1909 B e l g i u m 3 1 9 . 8 3 4 . 0

La Floridienne B e l g i u m 3 1 2 . 8 2 8 . 1 1 3 . 5 1 2 . 9

Sait Radio Holland B e l g i u m 3 3 7 . 3 6 4 . 5 4 1 . 1 4 1 . 3

S o c o c l a b e c q B e l g i u m 3 9 . 0

S o p e x L u x e m b o u r g 3 2 1 . 0 4 9 . 9 2 5 . 7 2 4 . 5

S p a a s B e l g i u m 3 1 8 . 6 4 4 . 0

Uco Engineering B e l g i u m 3 4 2 . 5 7 4 . 0 3 2 . 8 3 0 . 6

Uco Te x t i l e B e l g i u m 3 2 3 . 9 5 7 . 8 3 2 . 8 3 0 . 6

Vlaamse Uitgevers Maatschappij “VUM” B e l g i u m 3 1 0 . 5 2 5 . 2 1 2 . 9 1 1 . 6

Compagnie de Navigation Mixte

Générale de Transport et d’Industrie F r a n c e 3 6 9 . 8 7 0 . 6 6 6 . 0

Hurel Dubois F r a n c e 3 5 3 . 6 5 5 . 7 5 2 . 1

Fichet Bauche F r a n c e 3 8 9 . 2 9 5 . 9 8 5 . 8

S a u p i q u e t F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 4 3 7 . 1 3 3 . 8

Société de Fabrication d’Instruments de Mesure F r a n c e 3 3 0 . 0 3 3 . 2 2 9 . 6

Pochet Société Anonyme F r a n c e 3 3 3 . 8 3 4 . 2 3 3 . 3

Via North America U S A 3 9 9 . 2 1 0 0 . 0 9 7 . 5

P o l i e t

Industrielle de Tuiles (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 2 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 0 5 6 . 1

Menuiseries Lapeyre (Group) F r a n c e 3 2 5 . 5 2 5 . 8 3 8 . 1 4 2 . 0

Point P SA (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 5 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 5 5 6 . 7

1997 1996 1995
Companies accounted for under the equity method Country Activity % effective % equity % effective % effective
Company ownership method ownership ownership

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
% effective ownership: effective percentage held by group companies.
% interest: sum of percentages held by majority-owned companies.
% equity method: percentage applied to determine the share in net equity and net income of companies accounted for under the equity method.
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1997 1996 1995
Companies accounted for under the equity method Country Activity % effective % equity % effective % effective
Company ownership method ownership ownership

P o l i e t F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 5 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 5 5 6 . 7

Stradal SA (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 5 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 5 5 6 . 7

Tuilerie Briqueterie Française (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 5 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 0 5 6 . 1

Tuileries Briqueteries du Lauragais (Group) F r a n c e 3 5 6 . 1

Vachette (Group) F r a n c e 3 5 1 . 0 5 6 . 1

Weber & Broutin (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 4 . 2 3 4 . 5 5 1 . 0 5 6 . 1

Autres sociétés mises en équivalence

A u d i o f i n a L u x e m b o u r g 3 2 3 . 4

Axime (Group) F r a n c e 3 2 6 . 0 5 2 . 5

Banque de Marchés et d’Arbitrage F r a n c e 1 3 8 . 6 3 8 . 6

Banque Pétrofigaz F r a n c e 1 4 4 . 8 4 4 . 8 4 4 . 8 4 4 . 7

Caisse Nationale à Portefeuille (Group) B e l g i u m 2 1 4 . 3 1 6 . 2 1 4 . 6 1 2 . 2

Carbonne Lorraine F r a n c e 3 2 3 . 8 2 3 . 8 2 0 . 2 2 1 . 3

C e t a p F r a n c e 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 . 3

Ciments Français (Group) F r a n c e 3 2 3 . 5 2 3 . 5 2 7 . 0 2 7 . 5

Compagnie de Fives-Lille (Group) F r a n c e 3 2 9 . 3 2 9 . 3 2 9 . 3 2 9 . 3

Compagnie Générale de Développement Immobilier 
Cogédim (Group) F r a n c e 3 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 9 9 . 7 9 9 . 7

Coparex International (Group) F r a n c e 3 9 5 . 3 9 5 . 3 9 5 . 3 9 5 . 3

Eiffage (Group) F r a n c e 3 3 3 . 5 3 3 . 5 3 3 . 5 2 4 . 9

Erbe (Group) B e l g i u m 2 4 2 . 1 4 5 . 5 4 1 . 5 4 1 . 0

Financière Fougerolle F r a n c e 2 4 9 . 8 4 9 . 8 4 9 . 8 4 9 . 6

La Rochette (Group) F r a n c e 3 2 6 . 9 2 6 . 9 2 7 . 6 2 7 . 4

Mestrezat et Domaines F r a n c e 3 8 6 . 5 8 6 . 5 8 6 . 5 7 4 . 2

Nouvelle Holding Guyomarc’h (Group) F r a n c e 3 9 7 . 9 1 0 0 . 0 9 8 . 2 1 0 0 . 0

Nord-Est (Group) F r a n c e 2 3 8 . 2 4 3 . 0 3 8 . 2 3 8 . 2

Pargesa Holding (Group) S w i t z e r l a n d 2 1 1 . 6 1 8 . 6 1 0 . 9 1 1 . 2

Sema Group United Kingdom 3 1 8 . 4 1 8 . 5 1 9 . 0 1 9 . 1

SCOA (Group) F r a n c e 3 8 8 . 6

UGC - Droits Audiovisuels F r a n c e 3 2 1 . 0

Activity: 1: Banks and financial companies / 2: Investment holding companies / 3:Industrial and commercial companies.
% effective ownership: effective percentage held by group companies.
% interest: sum of percentages held by majority-owned companies.
% equity method: percentage applied to determine the share in net equity and net income of companies accounted for under the equity method.



In accordance with our appointment as auditors by your
Annual General Meeting, we hereby re p o rt to you for the
year ended 31 December 1997 on the audit of the accom-
panying consolidated financial statements of Compagnie
F i n a n c i è re de Paribas.

These financial statements have been approved by the
Management Board. Our role is to express an opinion on
these financial statements, based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with professional
standards applicable in France. Those standards require
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance as to whether the financial statements are free
of material misstatement. An audit includes examining,
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for
our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and
fair view of the financial position, the assets and liabilit-
ies and the results of operations of companies within the
scope of consolidation.

Without qualifying the opinion expressed above, we
would draw your attention to:

- Note 2A to the financial statements, relating to a
change in presentation thereof to separately identify the
impact of discontinued activities;

- Note 1 to the financial statements, which discusses the
change in consolidation method for insurance compa-
nies (such entities are now fully consolidated).

We have also performed the procedures required by law
on the Group financial information given in the report
of the Board of Directors.  We have no comment to make
as to the fair presentation of this information, nor its
consistency with the consolidated financial statements.

AUDITORS’ REPORT
ON THE CONSOLIDATED
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1997

Paris and Neuilly, March 19, 1998

The Auditors

Ernst & Young Audit Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu-Audit

Antoine Bracchi Jacques Manardo

PA R I B A S REPORT OF
THE STATUTORY AUDITORS

117

Note: This is a translation of the original French report, for information purposes only.


